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New Grant Readiness Assistance Program for Transportation-Related Improvements

SWRPC is launching a new Grant Readiness Assistance Program to help member municipalities plan for
transportation infrastructure projects by competing for future grant funding. Available from July 2026
through June 2027, this time-limited program provides access to conceptual transportation engineering
services that can help communities move projects from ideas to grant-ready proposals. SWRPC is
partnering with BETA Group, Inc., a transportation engineering firm for eligible projects. Communities
selected for the program may receive up to $11,500 in funding towards conceptual engineering services,
with a required local match. Projects should support transportation infrastructure improvements—such as
roads, sidewalks, bike facilities, bridges, culverts, intersections, traffic signals, etc., and advance goals like
safety, resilience, accessibility and mobility. For more information, please visit our blog by going to
https://bit.ly/4xloyGJ, which includes additional details about the program and the program application or
contact J. B. Mack of SWRPC staff at jbmack@swrpc.org or (603) 357-0557 x15.

2026 Complete Streets Implementation Grant Program Announced

Complete streets are those that are safe and accessible for users of all ages and abilities, regardless of how
they choose to travel. It is a context-sensitive approach to transportation planning and design that balances
the needs of people walking, bicycling, driving a car, riding public transit, and using wheelchairs or other
mobility devices. For the ninth consecutive year, the Monadnock Alliance for Sustainable Transportation
(MAST) is pleased to announce a Complete Streets Implementation Grant Program round. All
municipalities in Southwest NH are eligible to apply. A total of $165,000 is available to support complete
streets construction or non-infrastructure activities (planning, preliminary engineering, "pop-up" events,
development of complete streets policies, etc.). The application submission deadline is October 15, 2026.
Now is the time to move your ideas forward! MAST expects the program to be offered for one additional
year before it concludes. To learn more about complete streets, the application, and to review program
materials, visit mastnh.org/2026-complete-streets-grant or e-mail completestreets@mastnh.org.

NextGen Transit Project Update

In April, the Monadnock Regional Coordinating Council for Community Transportation (MRCC)
designated a Greater Keene Transit Service Steering Committee to vet operators interested in providing
fixed route transit and microtransit services in Greater Keene. In the months of May and June, that Steering
Committee met to review five Statements of Interest resulting from a formal Request for Qualifications
(RfQ) issued in May. Four of the five applicants were selected for interview, and the Steering Committee
is poised to make its final recommendation in time for the MRCC’s August 25" meeting. Following that
recommendation, the MRCC will begin working with the preferred partner to transition funding streams
from Home Healthcare, Hospice & Community Services, which currently operates in Keene. In July,
MRCC released a second RfQ representing the other program within the larger NextGen project called the
Crucial Appointment Ride Service (CARS). That RfQ seeks providers for a service that would backstop
the region’s volunteer driver programs by guaranteeing rides for high-priority, non-emergency medical trips
(e.g. cancer care and dialysis). That RfQ is due in September, at which point a dedicated CARS Steering
Committee will vet responses on behalf of MRCC. For more information, please contact Lisa Steadman,
SWRPC Mobility Manager, at Isteadman@swrpc.org
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Surry Hazard Mitigation Plan Update

Southwest Region Planning Commission continues to support local communities with their Hazard
Mitigation Plan updates. In July, SWRPC and the Town of Surry began their plan update process and the
Town of Swanzey will begin their update process in August. These plans help towns identify risks from
natural hazards and develop long-term strategies to reduce future losses before disasters occur. They are
essential to be eligible for a wide variety of Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) funding
sources (a non-binding letter of intent to apply and more information about Hazard Mitigation Assistance
Grants is available at www.hsem.dos.nh.gov/grants). Do you represent a neighboring community,
representative of businesses, non-profit, or other organization with an interest in mitigating the impacts of
natural or man-made disasters? Would you like to contribute to one of their risk assessments or propose a
mitigation action to consider? SWRPC, Surry, and Swanzey invite you to participate in their planning
processes. To get involved, please contact Henry Underwood of SWRPC staff at hunderwood@swrpc.org.
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Helping Communities Update Child Care Zoning

This summer, SWRPC has been working with the towns of Walpole, Marlborough, and Swanzey to make
their local zoning regulations more supportive of childcare. Through funding from the Community
Development Finance Authority, SWRPC has reviewed each community’s existing regulations, identified
areas that may not align with recent changes to New Hampshire law, and developed practical zoning
amendments tailored to local needs. The proposed amendments will be finalized for public hearings this
fall, with the goal of bringing them before voters at March 2027 town meetings. This work is particularly
important for home-based childcare providers, which helps expand access to care in rural communities
where childcare infrastructure is lacking. For more information, please contact Sarah Bollinger of SWRPC
staff at sbollinger@swrpc.org.
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