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Annual Meeting Recap

SWRPC held its Annual Meeting on June 9, 2026, at Heberton Hall at the Keene Public Library. The
meeting consisted of approval of minutes the 2026-27 Board of Director Roster, and the 2026-27 Budget.
Additionally, Tom Mullins of Peterborough, who was stepping down as Board Chairman, was recognized
for his decades-long service to the Commission. There were several testimonials by past and present
Commissioners and former Executive Director Tim Murphy

Staff, including Executive Director Todd Horner, Assistant Director J.B. Mack, Senior Planner Henry
Underwood, Senior Planner Sarah Bollinger, Planner Chloe Gross, and Associate Planner Jack Ahern,
provided the assembly with a year in review report, providing brief snapshots of the Commission’s varied
work program.

Alan Rumrill, Senior Historian for Cheshire County Historical Society, gave a presentation chronicling
planning in the Monadnock Region from Colonial times to the present, including a review of the layout of
colonial Keene the lots on Main Street and its width from the 1730s; the beginning of land conservation in
the 1870s; Old Home Days in the 1890s; a talk on city planning by Barry Faulkner in the 1910s; automobile
laws/regulations from the 1910s; and the advent of town planning, zoning, conservation commissions in
the 1960s and 1970s.

This was followed by an activity with attendees providing information for the Regional Plan update. Similar
to the Winter Meeting, SWRPC asked participants to weigh in on the plan’s development. The activity
included five interactive stations to discuss local actions (local levers) that a community might take to
advance Regional Plan recommendations. Stations included the following recommendations: Embrace
Renewable Energy Generation, Address Emerging Soil and Groundwater Threats, Maximize Grant
Readiness, Create Complete Streets, and Expand and Diversify the Housing Supply. A sixth station shared
the full working list of draft plan recommendations. This dialogue captured broad support for the proposed
local actions as well as the draft list of recommendations. Many new ideas were shared for possible local
actions, partnership opportunities, and regional support needs. SWRPC will use this feedback, along with
other input gathered throughout the planning process, to refine the Regional Plan recommendations and
identify practical ways communities can help advance them. Draft content will continue to be developed
through the summer, with a draft plan expected to be available for review in the fall.

Brownfield Assessment Phase Completed for Hinsdale’s McGoldrick Paper Mill

SWRPC’s environmental consultant, BETA Group, Inc., recently completed its Phase Il Environmental
Site Assessment (ESA) for the former McGoldrick Paper Mill Site located in Hinsdale. The purpose of the
ESA was to further characterize potential contamination on the site, including an area that was previously
inaccessible due to the presence of site buildings that have since been demolished. Previous investigations
had identified elevated levels of arsenic, antimony and polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbons in soil as well
as polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) in groundwater. The newer investigation confirmed arsenic
exceeding NH’s soil standards, as well as PFAS in soil and groundwater. As a follow-up to the investigation,
SWRPC and BETA Group, Inc. will be discussing the results and next steps with the Town of Hinsdale
including the possibility of developing a Remedial Action Plan, a common final step in the assessment
process that would assist the town in preparing the Site for redevelopment. For more information about the
Hinsdale Site or the Brownfields Assessment Program, please contact J. B. Mack of Commission staff at
jbmack@swrpc.org or (603) 357-0557 x15.
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Mapping Richmond’s Natural Resources

The Richmond Conservation Commission has partnered with the SWRPC to launch a Natural Resources
Inventory (NRI) project. This initiative, kicked off with a meeting on June 1st, aims to create detailed maps
and tables highlighting Richmond’s most valuable natural assets—such as public water access sites, wildlife
corridors, conservation lands, wetlands, floodplains, watersheds, farmland, and priority conservation areas.
Why is this important? Under New Hampshire law (RSA 36:A), towns are encouraged to establish
conservation commissions to protect and wisely use their natural resources. By working with SWRPC, the
Richmond Conservation Commission is taking a proactive step to ensure these resources are documented,
understood, and preserved for future generations. The project will deliver high-quality, easy-to-understand
maps and data, making it easier for residents, landowners, and local leaders to make informed decisions
about land use and conservation. If you’re interested in learning more about how mapping and inventory
services like these can benefit your community, reach out to SWRPC by contacting Henry Underwood of
Commission staff at hunderwood@swrpc.org. Together, we can help protect the natural beauty and
resources that make our region special!
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Eighth Peer-to-Peer Citizen Planner Roundtable

Around a dozen Monadnock Region municipal Planning Board members met at the Walpole Town Hall on
June 30, 2026 to discuss current challenges faced by volunteer Planning Boards to inform the topics
presented at future Roundtables. These Citizen Planner Roundtables are co-hosted by SWRPC and the
Monadnock Housing Collaborative with the goal of providing support for Planning Board members as well
as a space for volunteers to connect across municipal boundaries. SWRPC staff provided a brief legislative
review and facilitated the group discussion. Attendees developed a list of challenges and topics that are top-
of-mind right now. These included regulating short-term rentals, development on Class V1 roads, requesting
legal counsel, complying with childcare regulations, running effective public hearings, and navigating state
legislative changes. To learn more about these Citizen Planner Roundtables and access meeting summaries
and resources, visit www.swrpc.org/citizen-planner-roundtables. Contact Chloe Gross of Commission staff
at cgross@swrpc.org or (603) 283-5227 with any questions.

Southwest Region Planning Commission —
37 Ashuelot Street Keene, NH 03431  603-357-0557 www.swrpc.org iy q %



mailto:hunderwood@swrpc.org
https://www.swrpc.org/citizen-planner-roundtables/
mailto:cgross@swrpc.org

