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Brownfield Scopes of Work Completed in Greenville, Keene and Hinsdale

SWRPC recently completed important environmental assessment and cleanup planning milestones for
brownfield projects in Greenville, Keene and Hinsdale. In Greenville, SWRPC’s consultant completed
work that finalized the characterization of soil and groundwater contamination on town-owned parcels
located at 23, 24, 26, and 28 Main Street. The assessment included a recommendation that the NH
Department of Environmental Services not obligate Greenville to maintain a groundwater management
permit for the sites and provided guidance on how off-street parking and greenspace planning for the area
could proceed. In Keene, SWRPC’s consultant completed a Phase 1l Environmental Site Assessment and
Remedial Action Plan for 0 Optical Ave. The report found the area to be low risk but included guidance on
how to address the cleanup of a small illegal dumping area containing asbestos materials. The report clears
the way for redevelopment of the Site. Finally, in Hinsdale, the consultant characterized soils and
groundwater at the former McGoldrick Paper Mill site with specific attention given to areas that were
previously inaccessible and under buildings that have since been demolished. The report recommended
additional soil and groundwater characterization work as well as the development of a remedial action plan.
For more information, please contact J. B. Mack of SWRPC staff at jomack@swrpc.org.

Stronger Towns: Preparing NH Communities for Flooding

On April 6™, Dartmouth College, Southwest Region Planning Commission and the City of Keene hosted a
workshop for around fifty attendees at Heberton Hall in Keene. Local leaders, planners, community service
organizations, and municipal staff and volunteers from across the Monadnock region came together to
address flooding, an increasingly urgent challenge. The program began with an overview of current climate
and flood trends and projections, courtesy of Erich Osterberg, Professor of Earth Sciences; a summary of
ongoing research to identify high-risk areas for flooding; and a sampling of success stories from around the
State. Small-group discussion sessions explored key questions including; what flood impacts communities
are experiencing today; what local responses have worked; where barriers remain; and what information,
tools, or resources would make it easier for communities and vulnerable populations to prepare and respond
to floods. A report and summary of the session is forthcoming. For more information about the workshop
or to learn about services, tools and resources from SWRPC that address flood risk, please contact Henry
Underwood of SWRPC staff at hunderwood@swrpc.org.

Highway Safety Updates

On April 15", Henry Underwood and J. B. Mack participated in a NH regional stakeholder summit for the
2027-2031 Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) update. The NH Highway Safety Improvement Program
(HSIP) is a federally supported effort focused on one clear goal: reducing fatalities and serious injuries on
all of New Hampshire’s roads. Importantly, it is directed by regular updates to the SHSP. During the
summit, there was: review of the purpose and intent of the project, shared accomplishments, review of
initial data analysis findings, and input on emphasis areas, strategies, and priorities. For more information,
please contact Mark Munroe (Mark.T.Munroe@dot.nh.gov) or Catherine Saine (csaine@vhb.com). In other
highway-safety news, the City of Keene and the Town of Jaffrey were each provided with draft reports of
engineering investigations for road safety audit projects (focused on NH 12 at Whitcombs Mill Road and
NH 124 at Milliken Road, respectively), which began last year. The reports provide preliminary engineering
information and cost/benefit analyses for a variety of short-, medium- and long-term safety improvements
eligible for HSIP funding. Requests for road safety audits occur on a rolling basis and need to be completed
with coordination from SWRPC and NHDOT District 4. For more information, please contact J. B. Mack
(ibmack@swrpc.org) or Henry Underwood (hunderwood@swrpc.org) of SWRPC staff.
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CDBG Awards Support Monadnock Region Projects

The New Hampshire Community Development Finance Authority announced $5.1 million in Community
Development Block Grant awards in April, including several projects in the Monadnock Region. Cheshire
County was awarded $500,000 to support facility improvements at the Keene Daycare Center, including
heating and cooling updates, new energy-efficient windows, and installation of a fire sprinkler system. The
City of Keene was also awarded $500,000 to support capital improvements at The Community Kitchen,
including a new freight lift, standby generator, HVAC replacement, and expanded food storage. In addition,
the City of Keene received $500,000 to support rehabilitation and lead hazard remediation at 657 Marlboro
Street, a four-unit affordable housing property. SWRPC assisted with the development and submission of
these applications and will continue to support grant administration as the projects move forward. These
awards will help strengthen access to childcare, food security, and affordable housing in the region.

/\-—.._\_

TR
~§§ £

Selectboard Member Roundtable Held in Harrisville

Selectboard members gathered in Harrisville at the newly opened Village Community Center on Thursday,
April 23", to socialize, network, and engage in peer-learning. Selectboard members from around a dozen
Monadnock Region towns discussed recent accomplishments, upcoming opportunities, and current
challenges faced by Selectboards and opportunities for regional coordination. Discussion topics included
resource sharing — including personnel and equipment, waste disposal, emergency services, revenue
generation and rising costs, and volunteer recruitment. Attendees indicated that continuing education
opportunities and peer-learning sessions would be helpful for new and seasoned Selectboard members. To
learn more about resources for Selectboard members, contact Todd Horner at thorner@swrpc.org.
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