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New Hampshire Zoning Atlas (NHZA)

The NH Zoning Atlas researches, catalogues,
digitizes, and graphically displays all of New
Hampshire’s zoning regulations,
community-by-community, district-by-district.
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Brief Overview

We collect data from over 23,000 pages of zoning, subdivision, & site plan

review ordinances (& zoning maps) as of June 1, 2022, 2023, 2024, and 2025.

/ 269 jurisdictions, 2139 districts

*Residential vs. non-residential

*1- to 5-family, affordable, accessory dwelling units, manufactured
housing

lot coverage and height restrictions, and more
Qarking requirements

*Dimensional regulations including min. lot size, setback requirements,
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New Hampshire Zoning Atlas History

2023 - NH Zoning Atlas Released

provided the first statewide picture of all of New Hampshire's zoning
regulations.

2025 - Water-Sewer Data Layer Added

result of 18 months of research, mapping, digitizing and analysis.
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A Policy Neutral Tool

The Atlas is policy-neutral but
makes community zoning
regulations and water-sewer lines
visible and comparable across
the state.

This strengthens the ability
of residents, planners,
developers, and community
leaders to identify current
zoning and infrastructure
limitations.




What the NH Zoning Atlas Shows Us

Small Lot

Updating Local Zoning Will Open the  singicfomiy

v Allowed

Door to Affordable Housing Production ==, ...

<lac
< 200 ft frontage

o Local regulations make it difficult to build affordable homes

o Large lot size requirements are mostly not related to
water/sewer needs and drive up home costs

O Housing type restrictions make starter homes and missing
middle housing challenging to build

o Communities could adjust their zoning to make better use of
public water/sewer infrastructure
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What the NH Zoning Atlas Shows Us

Granby ? Sherbrooke

NH Has Limited Buildable Aréa on Public
Water-Sewer, But There Are Solutions.

e Only 12% of the buildable area of New Hampshire has access to
water and/or sewer
o 11.6% water access
0 6.2% sewer access
o 5.6% both
m Lot sizes could make more efficient use of infrastructure. Moritpalier
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® Missing Middle housing types are important solutions for most New
Hampshire communities

e New technology for an old problem
o Innovate/Alternative Septic Technology
o Community Septic Solutions

® [nvestments in water/sewer infrastructure
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Reveals what is actually allowed under
current zoning and where zoning
updates make sense

Shows where housing is effectively
constrained or infeasible

Connects zoning rules to water and
sewer availability

7 Approximate Location

* of Sewer Lines

Approximate Location
N
of Water Lines

21 Primarily Residenlial
Mixed with Residential

ol Nonresidential

B Non-buildable Areas

Stoddard Zoning




e Helps align housing with existing
development patterns

e Creates a shared, data-driven
understanding for decision-making

e Grounds planning conversations in
facts rather than assumptions
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5+ Family Residential
1 Allowed

Allowed w/Restrictions g
olll Prohibited
I Non Developable

Stoddard
Multi-Family Allowed



e Separates perception from reality
about “available land”

e Supports targeted, practical zoning
changes

1-Family Min Lot Size
ol <1 acre
& 1 acre
M >1 10 2 acres
o >2to Sacres

Stoddard Minimum Lot Size
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Identifies realistic areas for housing
growth

Highlights opportunities for missing
middle housing types

Clarifies how much land is truly
buildable

Find examples in similar

communities
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S+-Family Min Lot Size
Bl <1 acre
) acre
ol >1to 2 acres
= >2to 5acres
> 5 acres

# Prohibited
ml Non-developable

Stoddard Minimum Lot Size
Multi-Family



Effective Zoning Update | f:‘:’tfz |
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e Adopted Connected Village Overlay
District which allows for the creation
of small lots and compact
neighborhoods in and adjacent to
downtown including Cottage Courts
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® No minimum lot size requirements as
long as lots in cottage court meet
DES well radius and site loading
factors by soil type requirements
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Effective Zoning Update

Antrim

e Allows for homes up to 1,250 s.f. of
gross floor area; 900 s.f. building
footprint on small lots

e There is already an approved 4-unit
cottage court in Antrim using this
ordinance (outside the area that has
water and sewer), and another 22-unit
pocket neighborhood in Antrim, in
the conceptual phase.
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My Community Needs A4
More Affordable MR
Housing MR
15 percentage point increase since 2020 @@@@
My Community Needs More Affordable Housing To Be Built (2020 versus 2025) @@@@
M
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78%

OF NEW
HAMPSHIRE
VOTERS THINK
THAT THEIR
COMMUNITIES NEED
MORE AFFORDABLE
HOUSING TO BE
BUILT.

Saint Anselm College
INITIATIVE FOR HOUSING POLICY
AND PRACTICE




Land Use + Zoning
Changes

j OF NH VOTERS THINK THAT THE
; STATE SHOULD DO MORE TO
o> ENCOURAGE MUNICIPALITIES
uﬁ TO REMOVE BARRIERS
/ TO HOUSING DEVELOPMENT.

Saint Anselm College
INITIATIVE FOR HOUSING POLICY

AND PRACTICE




