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Citizen Planner Roundtable Held in Stoddard

Municipal Planning Board members gathered at the Stoddard Town Hall on Tuesday, March 31, 2026 to
socialize, network, and engage in peer-learning. The featured topic of the evening was the NH Zoning Atlas.
Elissa Margolin, Director of the Initiative for Housing Policy and Practice at Saint Anselm College,
demonstrated to the group what kinds of data can be accessed in the Zoning Atlas. The group showed
interest in the sometimes-stark differences in zoning across town lines. Elissa emphasized that the Zoning
Atlas is a policy neutral tool that makes community zoning regulations and water-sewer lines visible and
comparable across the state. The Zoning Atlas provides information that Planning Board members,
residents, and community leaders can use to make informed decisions on topics like housing development,
childcare regulations, water/sewer infrastructure, and more. To learn more and view the NH Zoning Atlas,
please  visit  https://www.anselm.edu/about/offices-centers-institutes/finance-administration/office-
partnerships/initiative-housing-policy-and-practice/new-hampshire-zoning-atlas.

Monadnock Regional Coordinating Council for Community Transportation Update

In its March meeting, MRCC ratified a Letter of Support for a Congressionally Directed Spending request
submitted to Senator Jeanne Shaheen’s office. If approved, the funding would support the first three years
of the Next Generation Transit Project (NextGen). Mobility Manager Lisa Steadman reported on newly-
pending grant applications —an AARP Community Challenge submission intended to support a pilot of the
Critical Access to Care Service proposed under the NextGen implementation plan, and a Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation application under its Local Data for Equitable Communities program to fund a Social
Return on Investment (SROI) study. SROI studies in other states have demonstrated that for every dollar
invested in community transpiration, there is a significant social benefit and related cost savings. In its
continuing effort to secure funding for expanded transportation options in the region, MRCC also began to
consider whether it would be beneficial to form a nonprofit organization to act as direct applicant for
foundation grants that only fund charitable organizations. For more information, please contact Lisa
Steadman, SWRPC Mobility Manager, at Isteadman@swrpc.org.

TAC Discusses Ten Year Plan & Wetland and Stream Crossing Assessment Tool

On March 2", the SWRPC Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) met to discuss New Hampshire’s
Ten Year Transportation Improvement Plan (TYP) process. At the meeting, the New Hampshire
Department of Transportation (NHDOT) gave an update on House Bill 2026, a bill to approve the 2027-
2036 TYP, which recommends $400 million in project cuts to the previously approved 2025-2034 TYP as
well as the postponement of several planned 1-93 NH Turnpike projects. NHDOT reported that there was
one funding bill moving through the Legislature, Senate Bill 627, that proposed periodic increases to toll
rates for NH Turnpike drivers that don’t have a NH EZ Pass and is intended to address the postponed 1-93
projects as well as free up some federal funds for other TYP projects. NHDOT also provided initial guidance
for the next TYP (fiscal years 2029-2038 TYP) recommending that NH’s regional planning Commissions
refrain from soliciting municipalities for TYP projects due to current transportation infrastructure revenue
limitations. The TAC meeting also featured a presentation by SWRPC staff and the NH Geological Survey
on a new planning and assessment tool that was created to help local governments inventory, assess, rate
and prioritize improvements and repairs to culverts and bridge stream crossing areas to prevent future
flooding and preserve important wetlands. The tool includes an interactive map and website that
municipalities can use to review data and there is a cost estimation tool that can help local governments
with capital improvement planning.
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Housing Initiatives and Zoning Updates

SWRPC continues to support municipalities across the region in advancing local initiatives to expand
housing access through zoning and regulatory updates. In partnership with the towns of Harrisville and
Temple, SWRPC provided technical assistance through Housing Opportunity Planning (HOP) grants,
supporting the development of locally tailored zoning amendments informed by extensive community
engagement. At March Town Meetings, both communities adopted a series of zoning changes aimed at
increasing housing opportunities while maintaining local character. These efforts reflect a growing regional
focus on addressing housing needs through practical, community-driven solutions. SWRPC’s role included
facilitating public outreach, analyzing existing regulations, and drafting amendments designed to improve
flexibility and support a broader range of housing types. Communities interested in pursuing similar efforts
or seeking technical assistance are encouraged to contact SWRPC for support.
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Transportation Data Collection Kick-Off meeting

On March 4", Rich Clough attended the annual Data Collection Kick-Off meeting hosted by the New
Hampshire Department of Transportation (NHDOT) in Concord NH. Attendees included staff from
NHDOT, staff from the 9 Regional Planning Commissions, and vendors exhibiting the newest vehicle
counting technology. There was a recap of the results from last season, a review of counting methodology
and data transmission, a review of safety protocols, and demonstrations of different counting systems. There
was ample discussion in each portion of the program to deal with questions, share concerns, and provide
feedback on different aspects of the program. SWRPC will start its counting season at the end of April and
will continue throughout the Summer. For more information, please contact Rich Clough of SWRPC staff
at rclough@swrpc.org or 603-357-0557 ext. 12.
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