SOUTHWEST REGION PLANNING COMMISSION
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MINUTES
June 3, 2020

Chairman Thibault announced that the meeting would be conducted using a Zoom format and Rich
Clough read a document entitled Authority for Conducting a Meeting Electronically (copy attached).
He announced that all votes would be conducted by roll call.

Present: Keith Thibault, Chairman, Southwestern Community Services; Bob Baker, Keene State
College; Steve Dalessio, Town of Walpole; Mollie Kaylor (ex-officio), N.H. Department of Resources
and Economic Development; Kate Kirchhofer, Hannah Grimes Center; Med Kopczynski, City of
Keene; Kathryn Lynch, Town of Hinsdale; Ed Merrell, Town of Jaffrey; Kevin Peterson (ex-officio),
NH Community Development Finance Authority; Jen Risley, Monadnock Food Co-op; Margaret
Sharra, Town of Winchester; George Sterling, Peterborough Economic Development Authority; Phil
Suter, Greater Keene Chamber of Commerce.

Staff members present: Tim Murphy, Executive Director; Todd Horner, Planner; Rich Clough, Office
Support Specialist.

Guests: Vardhan Bajpai, NH Small Business Development Center; Matthew Bachler, Town of
Swanzey; Jo Anne Carr, Town of Jaffrey; Karen Hatcher, Town of Peterborough; Art Robert,
Monadnock Economic Development Corporation; Cameron Tease, Keene Senior Center.

l. Welcome and Introductions

Chairman Thibault called the meeting to order at 12:01 p.m., made introductions and determined
through a roll call that a quorum was present.

1. Minutes of April 8, 2020
Motion: To approve the minutes of April 8, 2020, as submitted.

Motion by Phil Suter, seconded by Med Kopczynski. The motion passed unanimously on a roll call
vote.

1. Review of Proposals for CEDS Priority Projects and Programs

Tim Murphy reminded the Committee that in January staff had been instructed to solicit nominations
for projects and programs to consider for priority designation in the Comprehensive Economic
Development Strategy for Southwest NH (CEDS). He stated that projects and programs included as
priorities in the CEDS may enhance their eligibility for certain funding opportunities. Todd Horner
noted that 22 nominations had been received as a result of this solicitation (see attached list).

Todd Horner stated that the projects were wide-ranging and varied from implementation-ready bricks
and mortar infrastructure projects to others at the conceptual stage. He explained that the nominations
had been reviewed by staff, referencing criteria contained in the CEDS and noted that all proposed
nominations align with at least one goal articulated in the CEDS document. He stated that staff is



recommending that the EDAC designate all nominations as priorities in the CEDS. Steve Dalessio
noted that some of the projects were aligned with existing funding sources and asked about their
inclusion. Todd Horner explained that the intent for compiling a list of priority projects and programs
is to acknowledge their importance to regional economic development.

Motion: To amend the CEDS document to designate all nominated projects and programs as
priorities in the CEDS document.

Motion by Med Kopczynski, seconded by Steve Dalessio. The motion passed unanimously on a roll
call vote.

Chair Thibault thanked SWRPC staff for their work. Tim Murphy acknowledged the work of Todd
Horner in organizing and presenting the CEDS nominations for priority designation.

V. Partner Updates

Kevin Peterson stated that the NH GOFERR Committee had allocated resources for economic relief
and recovery funds including $60 million for non-profits. He stated that information about the
application process would be released soon and that CDFA is also working on application materials for
a round of CDBG funding specific to the pandemic in the amount of approximately $5.4 million. He
noted that CDFA was awaiting additional guidance from HUD, but hoped to have information out this
month. He also stated that the next CDBG Housing and Public Facilities application deadline is
Monday, July 27, 2020.

Kate Kirchhofer said that Hannah Grimes had received monies for microgrants through the Small
Business Pandemic Pivot Fund and that applications are available until June 24, 2020.

Tim Murphy reported on three proposals for the Northern Border Regional Commission 2020
Economic and Infrastructure grant round. He also reported serving on a panel hosted by U.S. Senator
Maggie Hassan that discussed issues related to COVID-19, including remote education and telehealth.
As a member of the panel, he focused his comments on how the pandemic has further exposed
Broadband connectivity challenges.

Mollie Kaylor relayed that applications for the NBRC Economic & Infrastructure Development Grants
were in the review process with decisions expected in August.

Jen Risley reported that the Local Crowd Monadnock was raising money for The Keene Sentinel and
had raised $37,000 thus far. She also shared information about the TLC4ward
https://ticmonadnock.com/4ward rapid relief community fund, which provides assistance to at-risk
community members.

Phil Suter reported that Greater Keene Chamber of Commerce continues to operate remotely, and that
it is currently focusing on the Promoting the Region effort.

Med Kopczynski reported that the City of Keene is working on business recovery and that a panel
would convene soon.

Keith Thibault reported that SCS is providing economic and housing assistance in both Cheshire and
Sullivan Counties.


https://tlcmonadnock.com/4ward

Art Robert, President of MEDC, introduced himself and shared information about the MEDC-KSC
Business Hub, for which MEDC is pursuing NBRC funds. He also acknowledged the work of SWRPC
staff and the EDAC in adding it to the CEDS Program.

V. Other Matters

No other matters were brought to the attention of the Committee.

VI. Next Meeting

The next meeting is scheduled for October 14, 2020 at 12:00 p.m.

VIl. Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 12:54 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Rich Clough
Office Support Specialist



