
 
SOUTHWEST REGION PLANNING COMMISSION 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES 
 

April 8, 2020 
 
 
Present: Keith Thibault, Chairman, Southwestern Community Services; Steve Dalessio, Town of 
Walpole; Kate Hickey, Hannah Grimes Center; Mollie Kaylor, N.H. Department of Resources and 
Economic Development; Med Kopczynski, City of Keene; Kathryn Lynch, Town of Hinsdale; Kevin 
Peterson, NH Community Development Finance Authority; Jen Risley, Monadnock Food Co-op; Phil 
Suter, Greater Keene Chamber of Commerce; George Sterling, Peterborough Economic Development 
Authority. 
 
Staff members present: Tim Murphy, Executive Director; Todd Horner, Planner; Rich Clough, Office 
Support Specialist. 
  
Guests: Erika Alusic-Bingham, Southern NH Service Inc.; Vardhan Bajpai, NH Small Business 
Development Center; James Burden, Nancy O’Connor Stafford Regional Planning Commission; James 
Corliss, Town of Chesterfield; Michele Cota, Senator Shaheen’s Office; Maera Cramer, Cheshire 
Medical Center; Rob DiLuzio, DiLuzio’s Ambulance; Charlie French, UNH Cooperative Extension; 
Tom Giancola, Congresswoman Kuster’s Office; Jennifer Gomarlo, State Representative Swanzey; 
Bobby Graham, Senator Hassan’s Office; Kohl Morgan, Margaret Nelson, James Newsom, Harris 
Center; Art Robert, Monadnock Economic Development Corporation. 
 
I. Welcome and Introductions 
 
Tim Murphy called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m. and introductions were made. 
 
II. Resources for Businesses and Municipalities in Response to COVID-19 
 
A number of resource providers shared information about COVID-19 related programming and 
activities. Presenters included: 
 

• Tom Giancola, the office of Congresswoman Annie Kuster 
• Michele Cota, the office of Senator Jeanne Shaheen 
• Bobby Graham, the office of Senator Maggie Hassan 
• Kevin Peterson, NH CDFA 
• Charlie French, UNH Cooperative Extension 
• Mollie Kaylor, NH BEA 
• Vardhan Bajpai, NH SBDC 
• Erika Alusic-Bingham, Southern NH Services 

 
SWRPC staff also shared COVID-19 related resources available on its website: 
www.swrpc.org/covid-19. 
 
 
 

http://www.swrpc.org/covid-19


III. Partner Updates 
 
Tim Murphy stated that the nomination process for priority projects and programs to be included in the 
update of the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy for Southwest New Hampshire (CEDS) 
was underway. Project and programs included as priorities in the CEDS may improve their eligibility 
and competitiveness for certain federal funding opportunities.   
 
IV. Other Matters 
 
No other matters were brought to the attention of the Committee. 
 
V. Next Meeting  
 
The next meeting was scheduled for July 8, 2020. Tim Murphy noted that the group may meet sooner 
than that in order to review nominations of CEDS priority projects and programs and that staff would 
coordinate with Committee members. 
 
VI. Adjourn 
 
The meeting adjourned at 1:13 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Rich Clough 
Office Support Specialist 


