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Storms, Streams and Solutions: Strengthening Infrastructure Through Collaboration

On November 18", staff members Chloe Gross and Henry Underwood attended the Storms, Streams and
Solutions conference convened by the Nature Conservancy at Plymouth State University. Attendees from local,
regional, and State government and non-profit organizations met to gain insight into New Hampshire’s
changing climate, flood impacts and nature-based solutions. Sessions included practical strategies and tools to
implement more resilient infrastructure, navigate permitting challenges and take advantage of a variety of
funding and capacity building opportunities. A write-up of the discussion and key takeaways is expected by
the end of the year. SWRPC has several services available to municipalities interested in these objectives
including hazard mitigation planning, infrastructure inventories and assessments, and help with project
planning and prioritization. Several resources mentioned at the conference are available at
www4.des.state.nh.us/NH-Stream-Crossings. For more information, please contact Henry Underwood of
SWRPC staff at hunderwood@swrpc.org or 603-357-0557 x 18.

SWRPC TAC Discusses Ten Year Plan and Timber for Transit Program

On November 3", the Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) met to hear updates on three hearings from
the Governor’s Advisory Commission on Intermodal Transportation held in Keene, Jaffrey and Peterborough.
The hearings provided information about the proposed FY 2027-2036 Ten Year Transportation Improvement
Plan (TYP). NHDOT announced that due to flat revenue and increasing inflation and costs there will be an
estimated $400 million shortfall to fund projects from the previous FY 2025-2034 TYP. This will also prevent
the advancement of several multi-million-dollar NH Turnpike projects and prohibit consideration of new
transportation projects. As a result of the meeting, the TAC recommended that SWRPC staff develop
educational materials explaining the implications of this information in order to raise awareness among
regional stakeholders. SWRPC staff are currently putting materials together to share with member
communities and the public. The TAC also heard an update on SWRPC’s Timber for Transit Program, a
Northern Borders Regional Commission-funded grant program that is examining ways to grow a regional wood
technology market by exploring timber-based solutions to transportation infrastructure needs. For more
information, please contact J. B. Mack of SWRPC staff at jomack@swrpc.org.

Hazard Mitigation Planning

In November, SWRPC continued to work with the communities of Fitzwilliam, Gilsum, Hancock, Langdon,
New Ipswich, and Roxbury to update their local hazard mitigation plans. Residents are encouraged to provide
information about manmade and natural hazards to assist in the update by contacting Sarah Bollinger
(sbollinger@swrpc.org) or Henry Underwood (hunderwood@swrpc.org) of SWRPC staff. Notably, the
comment period for New Ipswich’s draft plan extends through Friday, December 12" and Langdon is currently
soliciting input from residents and others through an online survey. For more information about recent plan
updates and input opportunities, please visit www.swrpc.org/news.

Monadnock Regional Coordinating Council for Community Transportation Update

The MRCC held its monthly meeting on November 25", with 100%-member attendance, the best turnout in
years. In addition to regular business, the Council welcomed three new members, Scott Symonds from
SMART Ride LLC, Jolymn Paulsen from Monadnock Family Services, and Victoria Thorpe from Manchester
Community Resource Center- Keene. Erica Alusic-Bingham stepped into the Secretary role previously held
by Lisa Steadman. The Council also reviewed its bylaws and proposed several changes, which will be reviewed
by the State Coordinating Council on Community Transportation. For more information, please contact Lisa
Steadman of SWRPC staff at Isteadman@swrpc.org.
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Complete Streets Implementation Grant Awards

In November, the Monadnock Alliance for Sustainable Transportation announced winners of the 2025
Complete Streets Implementation Grant, which receives administrative support from SWRPC and Cheshire
Medical Center. Since 2017, the program has supported almost $800,000 in projects to implement local
Complete Streets construction and engineering projects as well as jump start policy development. Two
additional rounds of funding are expected for 2026 and 2027 before the program concludes. The 2025 grant
round was unusually competitive with $496,000 in requests from 8 projects in 7 municipalities (compared with
$130,000 available). Awards were made to the Town of Swanzey to extend a multi-use path on NH 32
(Homestead Highway) near the Town Offices; to the Town of Marlborough to install pedestrian-activated
beacons on NH 101 near Marlborough Country Convenience; and to the Town of Hinsdale for engineering
services to explore an on-road multi-use connection along NH 119 from the Fort Hill Rail Trail to the bridges
over the Connecticut River into Brattleboro. Each project demonstrates local commitments to safety,
accessibility and connectivity of transportation infrastructure. For more information about the grant program,
please contact Henry Underwood of SWRPC staff at hunderwood@swrpc.org or 603-357-0557 x 18.
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Supporting Local Dialogues on Zoning and Housing Needs

In November, SWRPC continued its support for local housing and zoning initiatives by facilitating public
engagement events in Temple and Harrisville. In Temple, staff assisted the Planning Board with two
community forums as part of the town’s Housing Opportunity Planning (HOP) grant, helping residents explore
zoning updates aimed at expanding affordable housing options. SWRPC also participated in Harrisville’s
Community Conversation, a similar effort focused on identifying locally driven zoning solutions to support
long-term housing needs. Together, these events highlight SWRPC’s ongoing role in providing technical
assistance on zoning ordinances and fostering productive, community-centered discussions about future land
use and housing opportunities across the region. For more information, please contact Sarah Bollinger of
SWRPC staff at sbollinger@swrpc.org.
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