
 
 

C-PACER 101 
nhbfa.com/loans/c-pacer 

Who 

●​ NH Business Finance Authority (BFA) hosts the program, which was designed in 
collaboration with NHMA and other key stakeholders. 

●​ Your Town will need to approve a C-PACER district to allow access to this financing 

●​ Clean Energy NH’s Energy Circuit Riders are available to support towns in adopting 
C-PACER districts 

What 

1.​ Private capital for commercial construction or building improvements related to energy 
efficiency, clean energy, water conservation, and property resiliency.  

2.​ An important new finance tool to complement existing options: up to 35% of appraised 
property value, up to 100% of eligible project costs, long terms, stays with property, 
helps close financing gaps and get projects done (especially in rural areas) 

3.​ Properties must be located in a community with a C-PACER district 

4.​ Minimal burden for town: a vote, a program agreement, filing papers with the county 
when a loan is processed. No impact on taxes. No responsibility or liability for loan 
default enforcement. BFA handles everything, including vetting lenders and projects. 

 
How 

1.​ Option A: Warrant article at town meeting, public hearing, then selectboard approve 
ordinance. 

2.​ Option B: Wait for new legislation allowing selectboard to adopt without townwide vote. 

 
Next Steps 

Let Clean Energy NH and NH-BFA know you are interested in adopting 
an ordinance so we can keep in touch and support you: 
https://bit.ly/4hwxGlb  
​
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NH Model Solar Ordinance 
bit.ly/NHsolarordinance  

Who 

●​ Clean Energy NH’s Energy Circuit Rider team worked with SolSmart experts, local solar 
developers, local planners, drawing from models in other states, to update NH’s model 
solar ordinance.  

●​ SolSmart is a national program, funded by the US Department of Energy, that helps 
local governments follow national best practices to expand solar energy use in their 
jurisdictions (energy-ready.org/solsmart). 

 
What 

●​ Helpful background on Solar in NH - Solar trends, solar 101, guidance for historic 
districts and energy overlay districts, guidance for solar zoning in NH law. 

●​ Tips for using the ordinance and related resources 

●​ Model ordinance, ready to borrow and adapt 

 
Why 

●​ Be proactive rather than reactive, determine where large and small scale solar make 
sense and align with local values and set up permitting processes that are clear and fair, 
BEFORE a developer or angry resident is at your doorstep.  

●​ Save staff and volunteer time and headache, lack of clear process wastes everyone’s 
time. We have seen many communities struggle through permitting processes and wish 
they had put an ordinance in place sooner. 

●​ Reduce barriers to small scale solar. If you believe your residents should have a right 
to access solar energy resources on their own property, clarifying regulations and 
processes can simplify the process and even reduce cost for residents. 

 
Next Steps 

●​ Discuss at Planning Board, proceed through normal process for ordinance adoption. 

●​ Consider SolSmart Designation like Dublin, contact Sarah to learn more. 
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