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Brownfields Advisory Committee Approves Additional Assessment Work 
 
The Brownfields Advisory Committee (BrAC) met on August 26th.  A variety of brownfields program 
related updates were given, including a staff report on J. B. Mack’s recent participation in the 2025 National 
Brownfields Conference in Chicago, news about an upcoming NH Brownfields Roundtable on September 
24th, the status of the Monadnock Economic Development Corporation Revolving Loan Fund Program, and 
site updates associated with the former AC Lawrence Tannery site in Winchester, the former Electrosonics 
site in Chesterfield, the former McGoldrick Paper Mill site in Hinsdale, the Turnpike Road sites in New 
Ipswich and the 0 Optical Ave site in Keene.  Work change orders were approved to conduct additional 
brownfield assessment work at the Former Brooks Property in Windsor and several Main Street parcels 
owned by the Town of Greenville.  Additionally, the City of Keene’s site nomination and request for a 
Phase I Environmental Site Assessment at 0 Gilbo Ave was approved.  For more information, please contact 
J. B. Mack of SWRPC staff at jbmack@swrpc.org. 
 
Updated Monadnock Region/Keene Rail Trail Map Now Available 
 
Outdoor enthusiasts, walkers, runners, and cyclists have a new way to explore the region’s scenic pathways 
with the release of the Monadnock Region/Keene Rail Trail Map. Available both in print and for download, 
the map highlights almost 100 miles of converted rail corridors that now serve as accessible, year-round 
trails for recreation and transportation. The map was developed collaboratively by Southwest Region 
Planning Commission, the Monadnock Region Rail Trail Collaborative, The City of Keene, Pathways for 
Keene and the Monadnock Conservancy. Representatives of the five organizations regularly met to sketch 
out a new map which would feature both a greater amount of detail and larger area compared to previous 
efforts. Jason Cooper and Henry Underwood of SWRPC staff developed content for the side showing the 
region with input from many individuals and organizations. The printed map is available in Keene at 
Norm’s Ski and Bike Shop, Alpine Bike Works, and the Greater Monadnock Collaborative regional 
chamber of commerce. The online version can be accessed at the SWRPC website: www.swrpc.org/rail-
trail-map. For more information or to provide feedback, please contact Henry Underwood of SWRPC staff 
at hunderwood@swrpc.org.  

Hazard Mitigation Planning Updates 

Southwest Region Planning Commission continues to support local communities with their Hazard 
Mitigation Plan updates. These plans help towns identify risks from natural hazards and develop long-term 
strategies to reduce future losses before disasters occur. 

This September, the Towns of Roxbury and Hancock will hold their public comment periods for draft plan 
updates. Draft plan materials can be reviewed and feedback submitted online at: www.swrpc.org/news/. 
New Ipswich and Fitzwilliam have officially begun their update processes. Looking ahead, Gilsum and 
Langdon are expected to proceed with updates before the end of the year. 

Hazard Mitigation Plans are an important tool not only for protecting people and property, but also for 
maintaining eligibility for certain federal funding opportunities. For more information, please contact Henry 
Underwood hunderwood@swrpc.org or Sarah Bollinger sbollinger@swrpc.org of SWRPC staff. 
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SWRPC Energy and Natural Resources Advisory Committee Concludes meeting series on Regional 
Plan Update 
 
Over its past three meetings in April, June, and August, SWRPC’s Energy and Natural Resources Advisory 
Committee (ENRAC) discussed the 2015 Regional Plan, Monadnock Region Future, to inform SWRPC’s 
current Plan Update process. The Committee reviewed the existing plan to identify content in each chapter 
regarding energy and natural resources. Topics identified in each chapter were evaluated to determine their 
relevance to the Plan Update, and new content was identified for inclusion. In April, the meeting focused 
on the Economic Prosperity and Community Vitality Chapters. June’s meeting discussed the Stewardship 
chapter, and August’s meeting considered the Preparedness chapter. These discussions will be used to 
inform SWRPC’s efforts in crafting the Monadnock Region Future Update, which will likely be published 
in 2026. For more information about SWRPC’s ENRAC or its recent meetings, please contact Jason Cooper 
of SWRPC staff at jcooper@swrpc.org. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SWRPC Fall Meeting is on October 14, 2025, at Heberton Hall 
 
Join SWRPC for the 2025 Fall Meeting, scheduled for 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 14, 2025, at Heberton 
Hall at the Keene Public Library Annex, 60 Winter Street, Keene, NH. In addition to the Commission 
business agenda, the meeting will feature a presentation by Sarah Thunberg of NH Business and Economic 
Affairs regarding flooding and floodplain management topics. To register for the meeting, please go to: 
https://bit.ly/swrpcfall2025. For more information, please contact Rich Clough of SWRPC staff at 
rclough@swrpc.org. 
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