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Monadnock ADU Design Challenge receives Project of the Year Award from NH Planners Association 
 
The New Hampshire Planners Association recently presented SWRPC with the Project of the Year Award for 
the Monadnock Region Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) Design Challenge. The project is part of a broader 
effort to increase housing stock in the region across a variety of neighborhood types, from downtowns to rural 
back roads. SWRPC Executive Director Todd Horner and Planner Chloe Gross accepted the award at the New 
Hampshire Planners Association Spring 2025 Conference in Enfield, NH on June 6, 2025. The Challenge 
brought together homeowners, architects, and building design professionals to develop high-quality, realistic, 
and innovative ADU conceptual designs tailored to specific Monadnock Region Case Study Sites. The 
Challenge sought to visualize and raise awareness about how ADUs can help meet a wide range of housing 
needs under a variety of site conditions. In presenting the award, NHPA noted the Challenge’s originality, 
creativity, and replicability, as well as transparency and community engagement. NHPA also highlighted the 
continued interest in the Challenge as the Case Study Site Model is replicated across the state and beyond. For 
more information, please contact Chloe Gross of SWRPC staff at cgross@swrpc.org.  
 
Regional Mobility Managers Gather to Discuss Public Transportation Performance Measures 
 
Mobility managers representing Regional Coordinating Councils (RCCs) from around the state convened in 
Concord, NH on July 21st.  Mobility management performance measures were the main topic of discussion.  
As mobility manager for the Monadnock Regional Coordinating Council, SWRPC is responsible for reporting 
to the State Coordinating Council (SCC) and NH Department of Transportation (NHDOT) on progress related 
to transit ridership, changes to public transportation services, volunteer driver recruitment, and outreach 
activities aimed at improving coordination of transportation services among transportation providers in the 
region.  The NHDOT and SCC use the data to assess the effectiveness of RCCs in meeting the transportation 
needs of populations they serve, and to make the case for increased state funding for public transportation, 
which is severely lacking in NH.  NH ranks near the bottom of states in per capita funding for transit operating 
services at a time when the need is growing due in large part to the state’s rapidly aging population.  Mobility 
managers are acutely aware of the gaps in the system and how to fill them. The discussion at the July meeting 
will be revisited at the August meeting to ensure that state leaders have the data they need to make informed 
decisions about NH’s public transportation system.  To learn more or provide comments about the Monadnock 
Region’s public transportation system, please contact Terry Johnson of SWRPC staff at tjohnson@swrpc.org. 
 
Monadnock Region Transportation Infrastructure Flood Vulnerability Assessment 
 
Infrastructure vulnerability has gained increased attention among policymakers and the public as severe 
weather events have become more common. Until now however, the Region has lacked a consistent, 
regionwide assessment to determine which transportation assets are most vulnerable, or more likely to be 
damaged or disrupted by these events. For the first time ever, SWRPC staff have utilized the Federal Highway 
Administration’s Vulnerability Assessment Scoring Tool to score the vulnerability of each publicly maintained 
stream crossing or bridge in the Region. The tool measures a structure’s vulnerability to flooding based on its 
exposure, sensitivity, and adaptive capacity. The findings have been published as the Monadnock Region 
Transportation Infrastructure Flood Vulnerability Assessment. Now available on the SWRPC website, you 
can access a written report as well as an interactive map (https://arcg.is/1zvuvK3). Among other reasons, the 
report was developed to aid municipalities and the New Hampshire Department of Transportation in 
prioritizing infrastructure whose failure would result in the most significant consequences. SWRPC welcomes 
feedback and questions about the report. To learn more or provide comments, please contact Henry Underwood 
of SWRPC staff at hunderwood@swrpc.org.  
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Hazard Mitigation Plan Updates 
 
In July, SWRPC concluded updates on several local hazard mitigation plans. Plans for the Towns of Nelson, 
Sharon, Stoddard, and Walpole all received formal approval from the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA). The approval dates mark the start of a five-year window of eligibility for a variety of hazard 
mitigation funding programs. Effective plans are also a requirement to take advantage of FEMA’s Emergency 
Management Performance Grants to make improvements to local emergency operations centers and conduct 
other emergency management planning activities. SWRPC staff have begun updates for the Towns of 
Fitzwilliam, Gilsum, Langdon, and New Ipswich. Do you represent a neighboring community, representative 
of businesses, non-profit, or other organization with an interest in mitigating the impacts of natural or man-
made disasters? Would you like to contribute to one of their risk assessments? Propose a mitigation action to 
consider? Each community invites you to participate in their respective planning process. To get involved, 
please contact Henry Underwood (hunderwood@swrpc.org) or Sarah Bollinger (sbollinger@swrpc.org) of 
SWRPC staff. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Title VI Plan Assessment and Goals Evaluations 
 
SWRPC, as a recipient of Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) funds through its contracts with the New 
Hampshire Department of Transportation (NHDOT), maintains a Title VI plan to ensure the agency follows 
regulations set by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. This legislation prohibits discrimination on the 
basis of race, color, or national origin for all recipients of federal funding. During July, SWRPC reviewed its 
Title VI plan to assess its strength and identify opportunities for revision. Additional work was done to develop 
a list of goals and future work for the Commission to strengthen its public engagement strategies and anti-
discrimination policies. SWRPC will be working to develop a new Title VI plan in the coming months, and 
these exercises will help guide this process. For more information, please contact Jason Cooper of SWRPC 
staff at jcooper@swrpc.org. 
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