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SWRPC Annual Meeting

On June 3", SWRPC held its Annual meeting at Stonewall Farm in Keene with just over 40 people attending.
After a business session, attendees received staff updates from Executive Director Todd Horner, Senior Planner
Henry Underwood, Planner Jason Cooper, Planner Chloe Gross and Assistant Planner Jack Ahern. The
featured program was the awarding of the first-ever Monadnock Planner of the Year to Jen Risley. Todd
Horner, Michael Faber from the Monadnock Food Coop, and nominator Carolyn Sweet from Keene Housing
provided comments that highlighted Jen’s work in a wide variety of organizations and programs that have
benefited the Monadnock Region over the last two decades. For more information, please contact Becky
Baldwin of SWRPC staff at bbaldwin@swrpc.org.

NH Transit Association-State Coordinating Council Annual Conference and Statewide Community
Transportation Assessment

The NH Transit Association and State Coordinating Council held their joint annual conference on June 13.
Former Community Volunteer Transportation Company and Monadnock Regional Coordinating Council
Chair, Ellen Avery, was honored with the Fred Roberge award which recognizes an individual for exemplary
leadership in improving the statewide community transportation system. Representatives from private sector
industries participated in a panel discussion featuring the topic, “Connecting our Workforce and Growing our
Economy”. Much of the conversation focused on what can be done to address challenges employers are facing
with recruiting and retaining employees due to lack of public transportation and workforce housing options in
the state. In addition, conference participants had the opportunity to provide input during a plenary session on
a statewide community transportation assessment. The assessment is being conducted by the NH Commission
on Aging to better understand the transportation needs of New Hampshire’s residents. A survey was released
after the conference to gather input from the public and transportation stakeholders. The survey can be accessed
at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/transport_nh.

Transportation Advisory Committee Discusses Infrastructure Vulnerability

On June 2", the Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) listened to and provided feedback on two
presentations about planning for and prioritizing projects to ensure transportation infrastructure can withstand
severe storm events. The first presentation was from the New Hampshire Department of Transportation about
its recently adopted Resilience Improvement Plan and the second presentation was from SWRPC regarding its
efforts to identify and prioritize transportation infrastructure at risk of flooding damage through its Monadnock
Region Transportation Infrastructure Flood Vulnerability Assessment. For more information, please contact
J. B. Mack of SWRPC staff at jbmack@swrpc.org.

Energy and Natural Resources Advisory Committee

On June 25", SWRPC’s Energy and Natural Resources Advisory Committee convened to continue discussing
efforts to update Monadnock Region Future, the Region’s Comprehensive Plan. The meeting focused on the
Stewardship chapter of the Plan which features regional concerns such as air quality, water quality, climate
change, habitat fragmentation, and more. The Committee provided input on these issues as they are portrayed
in the 2015 Plan, and the discussion focused on how the Plan Update should reflect the shifting circumstances
over the previous decade. At its August meeting, the ENRAC will discuss the Preparedness Chapter which
will conclude the Committee’s discussion informing the Plan Update. For more information about ENRAC
please contact Jason Cooper of SWRPC staff at jcooper@swrpc.org.
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SWRPC Presents at the Vermont Forest Industry Summit

On June 19", SWRPC staff member Chloe Gross presented at the Vermont Forest Industry Summit on how
SWRPC's Timber for Transit grant could help link the timber products industry to the transportation industry
in the Monadnock Region and beyond. The summit, held at Bolton Valley Resort in Richmond VT, focused
on innovation in the timber industry. SWRPC co-presented in a breakout session focusing on engineered wood
products market development with Andy Fast from UNH Extension and Ricky McLain from Mass Timber
Advisors. Sarah Waring, Executive Director of Northern Border Regional Commission (NBRC), said a few
words about the Timber for Transit program and how NBRC provides funding to support timber-based projects
in its service area, which includes Cheshire County. SWRPC’s presentation emphasized how planning
commissions could support the development of a regional engineered wood products industry by showing that
local timber products can be used for local transportation projects in the Monadnock Region, adding value to
cross sector collaborations, and encouraging the development of the engineered wood supply chain. SWRPC
is currently seeking project nominations for timber-based transportation infrastructure projects. The
nomination form is available at www.swrpc.org/featured-projects/timber-for-transit. For more information,
please contact Chloe Gross of SWRPC staff at cgross@swrpc.org.
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Citizen Planner Roundtable in Chesterfield

On June 26", SWRPC and the Monadnock Housing Collaborative hosted the fourth Citizen Planner Peer-to-
Peer Roundtable in Chesterfield. Around a dozen planning board members from the Monadnock Region
attended the event. The group reviewed Volunteer Recruitment and Retention resources, brainstormed
solutions to challenges facing citizen planners, and discussed current and upcoming legislation that could affect
planning boards. Participants discussed topics such as code enforcement challenges, the impacts of widespread
community involvement on municipal board recruitment, and planning and zoning-related bills that passed
during the most recent state legislative session. Documents pertaining to the Roundtable can be found at
WWW.Swrpc.org/citizen-planner-roundtables. For more information, please contact Chloe Gross of SWRPC
staff at cgross@swrpc.org.
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