SWR PC May 2025

Commission Highlights Vol. 31 - No. 5

“Next Generation” Transit Project Advisory Task Force Update

The “Next Generation” Transit Project Advisory Task Force convened for the sixth time on May 7. The
primary purpose of the meeting was to gain consensus on the implementation plan and timeline for establishing
expanded transit services in the Monadnock Region. Key elements of the plan include identifying a transit
system operator, governance and operating model; solidifying a funding package to establish and sustain
expanded services; and conducting a marketing campaign to promote the services. SWRPC has secured
planning funds from the NH Department of Transportation for implementation assistance. Service expansion
would begin with establishing a greater Keene on-demand microtransit service in the urbanized areas of Keene,
Swanzey and Marlborough. The advisory task force also received updates on SWRPC outreach activities to
transit operator candidates and prospective municipal contributors to match the federal funds that will be
available to support the services. For more information, please contact Terry Johnson of SWRPC staff at
tjohnson@swrpc.org.

2025 Complete Streets Implementation Grant Announced

Complete streets are those that are safe and accessible for users of all ages and abilities, regardless of how they
choose to travel. It is a context-sensitive approach to transportation planning and design that balances the
needs of people walking, bicycling, driving a car, riding public transit, and using wheelchairs or other mobility
devices. For the ninth consecutive year, the Monadnock Alliance for Sustainable Transportation (MAST) is
pleased to announce a Complete Streets Implementation Grant Program round! A total of $130,000 is available
to support complete streets construction or non-infrastructure activities in the Monadnock Region of New
Hampshire — an increase of $30,000 compared to 2024. Applicants are limited to municipalities in the
Monadnock Region, and the application submission deadline is September 15, 2025. To learn more about
complete streets, please visit mastnh.org/2025-complete-streets-grant or e-mail completestreets@mastnh.org.
Interested communities and individuals are encouraged to attend an optional virtual information session on
Tuesday, June 17" at 12 p.m., Wednesday, June 18" at 9 a.m., Thursday, June 19" at 5 p.m. SWRPC
staff are available to jump-start and review your application.

Timber for Transit Project Nomination Form Announced

SWRPC is seeking nominations for transportation-related projects within Cheshire County that could be
constructed with timber products and need engineering or other pre-development assistance. SWRPC is
pleased to open this opportunity with support from Northern Border Regional Commission's Timber for Transit
Program. Potential projects include new mass-timber bridges, bike/pedestrian infrastructure, rail trail
recreation kiosks, and more. New advancements in wood technology have laid the foundation for timber to be
used in large infrastructure projects such as modern bridges and multi-story buildings. The Monadnock
Region's abundant timber resources and aging transportation infrastructure provide an excellent opportunity to
explore the potential for using local timber resources in larger projects. By creating market demand,
Monadnock Region communities help create fertile ground for the growing engineered wood industry to take
root in New Hampshire. The nomination form is available at https://www.swrpc.org/featured-projects/timber-
for-transit/ and applications will be considered on a rolling basis. For more information or questions, please
contact Chloe Gross of SWRPC staff at cgross@swrpc.org.
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Citizen Planner Peer-to-Peer Roundtable to be held in Chesterfield

The fourth Citizen Planner Peer-to-Peer Roundtable will be held in Chesterfield on June 26, 2025 from 5:30
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the Old Town Hall (490 Route 63). Like those before, this roundtable will be a way to
build relationships across town lines, lend each other a hand, and offer new perspectives. Information and
resources — including the Harrisville Roundtable Meeting Summary - can be found at www.swrpc.org/citizen-
planner-peer-to-peer-roundtables. The agenda includes time to review Volunteer Recruitment and Retention
techniques, brainstorm solutions to challenges facing citizen planners, and discuss current and upcoming
legislation that could affect planning boards. The evening will begin with a half hour of socializing and
informal networking over light refreshments. The facilitated discussion will begin promptly at 6:00 p.m. Please
RSVP at https://bit.ly/p2pjune26. For more information or questions, please contact Chloe Gross of SWRPC
staff at cgross@swrpc.org.
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Hazard Mitigation and Emergency Operations Planning

A number of communities are concluding local hazard mitigation and emergency operations plan updates. In
May, SWRPC staff held final work group meetings in Marlborough and Hinsdale relative to their emergency
operation plan updates. On the hazard mitigation side, the City of Keene opened their plan update comment
period on May 12" (www.swrpc.org/keene-hazard-mitigation-plan-comment-period). The Town of Hancock
started the process to update their plan at a planning team meeting on May 29". For more information, please
contact Henry Underwood, hunderwood@swrpc.org, or Sarah Bollinger, shollinger@swrpc.org, of SWRPC
staff. Communities seeking to apply for funding to update their plans can start the process by contacting their
Division of Homeland Security & Emergency Management Stakeholder Liaison via this website:
www.hsem.dos.nh.gov/preparedness/stakeholder-liaisons.
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