
  
  

      SWRPC April 2025      
 

 Commission Highlights Vol. 31 - No.  4 
   
 
SWRPC Annual Meeting is June 3rd, at Stonewall Farm 
 
Join SWRPC for the 2025 Annual Meeting, scheduled for June 3, 2025 at Stonewall Farm, 242 Chesterfield 
Road, Keene, NH. In addition to the Commission business agenda, the meeting will feature a celebration of 
local planners culminating in a Monadnock Region Planner of the Year Award. To register, please go to 
https://bit.ly/44T5Z1G. Refreshments will be provided by CC&D’s kitchen. For more information, please 
contact Rich Clough of SWRPC staff at rclough@swrpc.org.  
 
SWRPC Monadnock Region Planner of the Year 
 
SWRPC is launching the first-ever Monadnock Region Planner of the Year award to honor the dedicated 
volunteers and professionals who quietly turn big ideas into real-world progress on housing, energy, 
transportation, natural resources, recreation, and economic vitality. Anyone serving an SWRPC member 
community—whether on a board, commission, or staff—can be nominated, and we’ll be looking for vision, 
impact, collaboration, sustainability, and a spirit of public service. Check out this link 
https://www.swrpc.org/planner-of-the-year/ for more details, nominations are due on May 16, 2025. The 
winner will be announced at the SWRPC Annual Meeting on June 3, 2025. For more information, please 
contact Rich Clough of SWRPC staff at rclough@swrpc.org.  
 
SWRPC Brownfields Advisory Committee Update 
 
SWRPC’s Brownfields Advisory Committee (BrAC) met on April 3rd.  Following updates and discussion about 
brownfields projects in Hinsdale, Greenville, Jaffrey, New Ipswich, Winchester, and Windsor, the Committee 
approved work to conduct a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA), Phase II ESA and remedial action 
plan for a site at a former drive-in theatre located at 0 Optical Ave in Keene. The work will assist the 
Monadnock Economic Development Corporation in conducting environmental due diligence before 
purchasing the site, which it intends to lease to a housing components manufacturer, which is projected to 
bring 120 new manufacturing jobs to the area.  For more information, please contact J. B. Mack of SWRPC 
staff at jbmack@swrpc.org.  
 
Hazard Mitigation Plan Updates Across the Region 
 
Keene, Nelson, Stoddard, and Walpole are nearing completion of Hazard Mitigation Plan updates in 
collaboration with SWRPC. These plans identify local risks from natural and human-made hazards and outline 
strategies to reduce their impact - while also maintaining eligibility for certain types of FEMA funding. Each 
plan is developed with input from a local planning team that includes municipal staff, board members, and 
residents. Public comment periods for the draft plans are expected in May. For more information, please contact 
Henry Underwood, hunderwood@swrpc.org, or Sarah Bollinger, sbollinger@swrpc.org, of SWRPC staff.  
 
SWRPC Traffic Season Kicks-Off 
 
In April, SWRPC commenced traffic data collection on local roadways as part of a contract with NH 
Department of Transportation (NHDOT). Every year between 130 and 150 sites are visited and tubes and 
counters are deployed to collect data. About 65% of the sites are volume counts, while the remaining 35% also 
record direction, type of vehicle, and speed. The data for each site is then made into a report that is forwarded 
to NHDOT for use in planning road repairs, reconstruction, and other upgrades and enhancements. SWRPC 
also is available to do traffic counts for member municipalities upon request. For more information, please 
contact Henry Underwood, hunderwood@swrpc.org, or Rich Clough, rclough@swrpc.org, of SWRPC staff. 
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SWRPC Transportation Advisory Committee Update 
 
On April 7th, the SWRPC Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) met to finalize its ranking 
recommendation for federal Transportation Alternatives Program funding among three Southwest New 
Hampshire communities that applied for the funding. The ranking recommendation will impact 20% of the 
TAP application scores that are currently being considered by the NH Department of Transportation (NHDOT) 
for funding. The TAC’s final project ranking from first to third was for the City of Keene’s application for 
phase II of its Transportation Heritage Trail project, the Town of Alstead’s project to construct new sidewalks 
in Alstead Village, and the Town of Antrim’s project to improve pedestrian crossings and extend new sidewalk 
in the Center of Antrim. NHDOT is anticipated to make TAP project funding announcements in May. For 
more information, please contact J. B. Mack of SWRPC staff at jbmack@swrpc.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SWRPC Energy and Natural Resources Advisory Committee Update 
 
SWRPC’s Energy and Natural Resources Advisory Committee met on April 23rd. The agenda for the meeting 
focused on gathering public input on the 2015 version of Monadnock Region Future, SWRPC’s Regional Plan. 
Currently, staff are in the process of updating the Plan which will be published in 2026. ENRAC’s wide range 
of subject matter expertise will be critical to help SWRPC identify the most appropriate challenges and goals 
to incorporate into the Update. The April 23rd meeting centered on the Community Vitality and Economic 
Prosperity chapters of the Plan. It is anticipated that the next ENRAC meeting, scheduled for June 25th, will 
center its discussion on the Stewardship chapter. For more information, and to access a recording of the April 
23rd meeting, please contact Jason Cooper of SWRPC staff at jcooper@swrpc.org. 
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