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Sugar Onwards
adu adaptation of a sugar house 

By leveraging the existing structure and 
thoughtfully integrating a modest 
expansion, the proposal maximizes the 
potential of the site while minimizing 
environmental and financial impact. A 
defining feature of the proposal is the 
seamless continuation of the sugar house’s 
distinctive hipped roofline, preserving the 
structure’s design and appearance. The 
front elevation of the sugar house remains 
entirely unchanged, ensuring that its 
historical charm and familiar appearance 
are maintained. A tree specified by Marcie 
and Gary adjacent to the northeast side 
of the house will be especially preserved, 
contributing to the natural setting and 
offering shade and privacy. Additionally, 
the homeowners specified that the existing 
woodshed could not be easily converted 
into inhabitable space and so in response, 
the proposal makes distinctive the history of 
the sugar house by retaining the woodshed 
for additional outdoor uses, such as a 
workshop and wood storage.

right: view of the sugar house and addition to from the 
primary residence

- 1 sugar onwards -
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existing attached sugar house wood 
shed for repurposed outdoor living 
space and additional wood storage

proposed LUMIRA aerogel system for 
semi-translucent insulation for high 
value R-value curtain wall system

existing pergola to be used as 
light-well and natural heat-exhaust 
ventilation, among other cross 
ventilation strategies for warmer 
months

proposed skylights for passive 
lighting strategies

chimney for wood burning stove as 
alternative option for heating in 
colder months
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- 3 sugar onwards -

Sugar Onwards entry 
as seen in proximity to 
primary residence

site plan

septic tank

ground well

primary residence

longitudinal elevations
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main entry to ADU addition

central spine enclosing plumbing and 
mechnical utilities

additional entry for private 
studio or mudroom

proposed extension from the 
back of the sugar house

existing sugar shack (center) and 
attached sap room (left) 
repurposed for ADU addition

repurposed wood shed as 
extended outdoor deck, 
wood storage, and workshop 
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ground level plan

interior from the 
sugar house facing the 
addition illustrating 
the variability of the 
potential finishes with 
the complementary 16ft-
tall hipped roof ceiling

- 5 sugar onwards -




