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SWRPC Winter Commission Meeting is February 11, 2025 
 
On Tuesday, February 11, 2025 at 5:00 p.m., SWRPC will hold its Winter Commission Meeting at Heberton 
Hall, in the Keene Public Library Annex, 60 Winter Street, Keene NH. The topic will be State Legislative 
Rundown: Current Bills and Recently Enacted Laws. Each legislative session, hundreds of state bills are 
proposed in Concord, many of which impact issues pertaining to local and regional planning. It is no small 
effort to comb through this legislation, identify relevant bills, and understand their ramifications if made into 
law. To help Monadnock Region communities keep up to speed with the current session, New Hampshire 
Municipal Association staff will join us to provide an overview of bills that they’re tracking. Discussion will 
also include planning-related laws that recently went into effect and their implications for municipalities. 
Socializing and light refreshments will occur from 5:00 to 5:30 p.m., with the official program beginning at 
5:30 p.m. To register, please go to https://forms.office.com/r/rMWwpW61sR, For more information, please 
contact Becky Baldwin of SWRPC staff. 
 
MRCC Seeks Public Comments on Coordinated Community Transportation Plan 
 
The Monadnock Regional Coordinating Council for Community Transportation (MRCC) seeks public 
comments on its Coordinated Community Transportation Plan for the Monadnock Region (Coordinated Plan). 
The Coordinated Plan provides an updated look at the transportation needs of seniors, individuals with 
disabilities, low-income households, youth, and other populations; strategies for meeting these needs, and 
prioritizes public transportation services for funding and implementation. To view the Coordinated Plan online, 
please go to https://www.swrpc.org/mrcc-seeks-public-comments-on-coordinated-community-transportation-
plan/. Any individual, group, or agency may submit written comments on the Coordinated Plan to Terry 
Johnson, Mobility Manager/Senior Project Manager, Southwest Region Planning Commission, 37 Ashuelot 
Street, Keene, NH 03431, tjohnson@swrpc.org. All comments received by February 14, 2025, will be 
considered by the MRCC prior to adoption of the Coordinated Plan. 
 
Peterborough and Harrisville HeatSmart+ Kickoff Events 
 
On January 18th and 25th respectively, the towns of Peterborough and Harrisville hosted kickoff events for their 
HeatSmart+ program. This program, which is administered by the towns and the region’s Community Energy 
Fellow, Alicia DeBruin, is designed to connect low- and moderate-income households with funding for 
electrification upgrades to their homes. Eligible projects include weatherization and insulation upgrades, heat 
pump installation, electric stove upgrades, and more. The kickoff events were intended to inform residents of 
Peterborough and Harrisville about the program and to connect them with vendors and additional educational 
resources. For more information, please contact Alicia DeBruin, Community Energy Fellow, at 
adebruin@swrpc.org.  
 
Transportation Advisory Committee Reviews Proposed Keene NH 101 Highway Project 
 
The SWRPC Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) met on January 6th focusing on a Ten Year 
Transportation Improvement Project #41590, designed to reconstruct NH Route 101 in Keene from 
approximately Optical Avenue to Branch Road, replace a red list bridge over the Branch River, and address 
the Swanzey Factory Road intersection.   The project, which is tentatively scheduled for construction in 2027, 
was presented by Clough Harbor Associates (CHA) and the New Hampshire Department of Transportation.  
For more information, please go to https://www.dot.nh.gov/projects-plans-and-programs/project-center/keene-
41590, or contact J. B. Mack of SWRPC staff at jbmack@swrpc.org. 
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Northern Border Regional Commission Announces Awards in Cheshire County 
 
The Colonial Theatre, the City of Keene, and the Winchester Economic Development Corporation were 
selected to receive funding in the most recent round of awards from the Northern Border Regional Commission 
(NBRC). The Colonial Theatre award will fund an updated marketing research, development, and advertising 
campaign to reinvigorate the performing arts center. The City of Keene award will fund the design and 
construction of an outdoor hybrid timber pavilion to support flexible Downtown small business uses for all 
seasons. The Winchester EDC will use its funds to start a revolving loan fund, with goals of starting new 
businesses, creating and retaining jobs, and improving the financial stability or expansion of businesses 
receiving loans. The NBRC Federal-State partnership is aided by regional organizations such as SWRPC to 
provide technical assistance to applicants, assist the NBRC in its outreach activities, and generally administer 
NBRC investments for grantees. For more information, please contact Sarah Bollinger of SWRPC staff at 
sbollinger@swrpc.org. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SWRPC Energy and Natural Resources Advisory Committee 
 
SWRPC’s Energy and Natural Resources Advisory Committee (ENRAC) met on January 23rd. The meeting 
featured presentations from two New Hampshire agencies: NH Fish & Game and Clean Energy NH. The 
presentation by NH Fish & Game focused on their 2025 Update to the state’s Wildlife Action Plan. This work 
will help stakeholders throughout the state better understand the distribution of vulnerable animal and plant 
species. Clean Energy NH’s presentation focused on the potential economic effects to the state’s tourism 
industry from a lack of investment in electric vehicle (EV) charging infrastructure. Their main argument is that 
as the proportion of tourists that have EVs continues to increase, the number of individuals that choose to 
vacation in other states with more charging infrastructure will rise. Clean Energy NH anticipates that their 
models predict a loss of income up to $1.4 billion over the next decade. For more information on SWRPC’s 
ENRAC, please contact Jason Cooper of SWRPC staff at jcooper@swrpc.org. 
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