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SWRPC Winter Commission Meeting is February 11, 2025

On Tuesday, February 11, 2025 at 5:00 p.m., SWRPC will hold the Winter Commission Meeting at Heberton
Hall, in the Keene Public Library Annex, 60 Winter Street, Keene NH. Speakers and topics coming soon. For
the most up to date agenda, please visit the SWRPC calendar at https://www.swrpc.org/news/calendar/, For
more information, please contact Becky Baldwin of SWRPC staff.

Long Anticipated Regional Priority Bridge Opens

On December 3, SWRPC staff joined construction workers, local, state, and federal officials, business
owners, and members of the public for a ribbon cutting in celebration of the opening of the new John Stark
Memorial Bridge in Hinsdale. SWRPC Transportation Advisory Committee member, Ed “Smokey” Smith,
who emceed the ribbon cutting, acknowledged the significant role SWRPC played in identifying the project as
a regional priority as far back as the 1990’s, recommending it to be funded in the New Hampshire Ten Year
Transportation Improvement Plan, and advocating for its implementation. The new $61 million bridge now
carries NH Route 119 traffic in between Hinsdale, NH and Brattleboro, VT across the Connecticut River and
is anticipated to significantly reduce delays that have plagued the crossing for decades, as well as foster new
economic investment in Hinsdale and the Region. The former Anna Hunt Marsh and Charles Dana bridges
will be rehabilitated and used for bicycle and pedestrian access between the two communities. For more
information, please contact J. B. Mack of SWRPC staff at jomack@swrpc.org.

Save the Date — ADU Design Challenge Awards Ceremony and Celebration

Mark your calendar for March 8™, 5:00-7:00 p.m. for the Monadnock Region ADU Design Challenge Award
Ceremony and Celebration. At the event, architects and designers selected for awards will be honored.
Additionally, there will be a showcase of ADU conceptual designs submitted by participants. We’ll also
recognize the Monadnock Region homeowners who stepped forward to serve as case study sites for the
challenge. The ceremony will be a great opportunity to learn more about how accessory dwelling units (ADUS)
can meet a wide variety of housing needs in the Monadnock Region. Attendees will have the opportunity to
see a variety of innovative approaches to ADU construction that respond to a range of real site conditions and
homeowner goals. The event will take place in Heberton Hall, located within the Keene Public Library. Light
refreshments will be served. For more information about the event, visit www.swrpc.org/adu or email Chloe
Gross at cgross@swrpc.org.

Brownfields Advisory Committee Approves Projects in Winchester and Windsor

SWRPC's Brownfields Advisory Committee met on December 17" and approved scopes of work that will
benefit brownfield sites currently owned by the Towns of Winchester and Windsor. A scope of work was
approved to conduct a flood plain assessment at the former A.C. Lawrence Tannery property in Winchester to
help a solar developer prepare a preliminary design and cost estimate for a proposed solar array on the property.
The site, which has been owned by the Town since the property was abandoned in the 1980s, has been sitting
idle because of contamination left by the former tannery. The Town of Windsor, which is in the process of
auctioning off a former auto recycling property that it tax-deeded in 2011, will benefit from environmental
assessment services that will clarify State Groundwater Management Permit requirements of the prospective
purchaser as well as establish federal liability protections for the prospective purchaser. For more information,
please contact J. B. Mack of SWRPC staff at jomack@swrpc.org.
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MRCC Provides Input on “Next Generation” Transit System Project

At its December 17, 2024 meeting, the Monadnock Regional Coordinating Council for Community
Transportation (MRCC) heard a presentation and provided input on next steps for the “Next Generation”
Transit System Project. The presenter was SWRPC consultant, Stephen Falbel, of Steadman Hill Consulting.
The project aims to select a new governance and operating model for expanded public transit services in the
Monadnock Region. Activities to date have resulted in a narrowing down of proposed options to be further
examined during the upcoming months to four: county transit system; joint powers agreement; specially
designated entity; or nonprofit agency. Along with examining the remaining options, an outreach campaign
will be conducted with the focus on educating and gaining buy-in from public transportation stakeholders and
the public to expand transit services to more people and places in the Region. For more information, please
visit the project page at https://www.swrpc.org/programs-services/transportation/transit-and-shared-ride-
improvement-feasibility-study/, or contact Terry Johnson of SWRPC staff at tjohnson@swrpc.org.
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Citizen Planner Peer-to-Peer Roundtable Hosted in Temple

On December 5", SWRPC and the Monadnock Resource Alliance held the second Peer-to-Peer Roundtable
event for municipal planning board members in the Monadnock Region. Representatives from Gilsum,
Chesterfield, Temple, Stoddard, Harrisville, Walpole, New Ipswich, and Fitzwilliam attended. The group was
also joined by Nate Bernitz and Rebecca Levy of UNH Extension and Noah Hodgetts of NH Office of Planning
and Development. The goal of the event was to create a list of potential future Roundtable topics. The list grew
quickly and included specific topics such as Class VI roads and steep slopes ordinances, long term goals like
building trust between planning boards and community members, and themes such as balancing development
with conservation. The next Roundtable will be on March 20, 2025 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at 13 Canal Street
in Harrisville. For more information, please contact Chloe Gross of SWRPC staff at cgross@swrpc.org.
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