
  
  

      SWRPC July 2024      
 

 Commission Highlights Vol. 30 - No.  7  
   
 
Brownfields Advisory Committee Awards Funding to Hinsdale 
 
On July 11th, the Brownfields Advisory Committee (BrAC) convened for its second meeting of 2024. At the 
meeting, SWRPC staff provided updates on various pending or ongoing brownfields projects in Alstead, 
Chesterfield, Greenville, New Ipswich and Peterborough. Additionally, officials from Jaffrey provided updates 
on two brownfields sites in the community and the Monadnock Economic Development Corporation provided 
updates on its new revolving loan fund program. Finally, the BrAC approved up to $63,400 in funding towards a 
Hazardous Building Materials Assessment and a Supplemental Phase II Environmental Site Assessment at the 
Hinsdale-owned former McGoldrick Paper Company site. The investment will help the Town prepare bid 
documents for demolition work at the site, an activity funded by a $300,000 demolition grant that was awarded 
previously this year by the InvestNH program. For more information, please contact J. B. Mack of SWRPC staff 
at jbmack@swrpc.org.  
 
Monadnock Region Complete Streets Implementation Grants 
 
Complete streets are those that are safe and accessible for users of all ages and abilities, regardless of how they 
choose to travel.  For the eighth consecutive year, the Monadnock Alliance for Sustainable Transportation 
(MAST) is pleased to announce a Complete Streets Implementation Grant Program round. A total of $100,000 is 
available to support complete streets construction or non-infrastructure activities in the Monadnock Region of 
New Hampshire. The application submission deadline is September 27, 2024. To learn more, please visit 
mastnh.org/2024-complete-streets-grant or e-mail completestreets@mastnh.org. A recording of the July 15th 
information session is available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0XTXd1m_dMA. 
 
Broadband Updates 
 
The State launched a 30-day Challenge Process on July 15th to ensure an accurate map of locations eligible for a 
total of over $190 million in federal funding for broadband buildouts to homes, businesses and community anchor 
(bit.ly/3SuGYD7).  On Thursday, July 18th the Monadnock Broadband Group met to hear presentations by internet 
service providers AT&T and Comcast on recent accomplishments and services of interest to Southwest NH along 
with updates from the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) on the timeline for 
the implementation of their Broadband Equity, Access and Deployment and Digital Equity Programs 
(swrpc.org/broadbandgroup). Finally, the NTIA announced a notice of funding opportunity for their Digital Equity 
Competitive Grant Program on July 24th. The program is open to municipalities, schools and other institutions 
seeking to improve adoption and use of broadband (grants.ntia.gov). Applications are due by September 23rd. 
For more information, please contact Henry Underwood of SWRPC staff at hunderwood@swrpc.org.  
 
Economic Development Advisory Committee Update 
 
SWRPC’s Economic Development Advisory Committee (EDAC) met on July 24th. The meeting focused on a 
presentation by Todd Horner of SWRPC about the Monadnock Region Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) Design 
Challenge. This AARP-funded initiative hopes to promote creative solutions to foster additional housing options 
in the Monadnock Region. Highlights of the presentation included the announcement of cash prizes for winning 
designs, sharing of compelling stories from the over 60 homeowner interest form submissions, and discussion of 
the relevance of housing to the economic development of the Monadnock Region. Various new funding 
opportunities were announced, including Brownfields Cleanup Funding and a Housing Development Fund 
through the City of Keene. The next EDAC meeting will be held on October 9, 2024. For more information about 
the ADU Design Challenge, please visit Monadnock Region ADU Design Challenge - SWRPC. For other 
questions, please contact Todd Horner of SWRPC staff at thorner@swrpc.org. 
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Timber for Transit Award Announced 
 
SWRPC recently received funding through the Northern Border Regional Commission’s (NBRC) Timber for 
Transit program to help Cheshire County communities assess the feasibility of incorporating local timber products 
into transportation infrastructure projects. NBRC was founded by Congress in 2008 to assist in economic 
redevelopment of designated regions of New Hampshire, Maine, Vermont, and New York. These regions 
historically hosted booming timber industries, but experienced steep declines through the twentieth century. Grant 
programs like Timber for Transit will help municipalities assess the benefits of timber-based transportation 
infrastructure and develop local market demand for innovative timber technologies. Benefits of local sourcing 
include bolstering economic independence for communities, controlling infrastructure construction costs, and 
reducing the output of fossil fuel emissions. SWRPC’s activities supported through the program are expected to 
kick-off in late 2024. For more information, please contact Todd Horner of SWRPC staff at thorner@swrpc.org.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SWRPC Energy and Natural Resources Advisory Committee Update 
 
SWRPC’s Energy and Natural Resources Advisory Committee (ENRAC) met on July 24th. The meeting featured 
three speakers from the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (NHDES) who spoke on two 
topics. Kurt Yuengling, Community Engagement Specialist, shared the agency’s usage of an EPA Climate 
Pollution Reduction Grant (CPRG), including the recently completed Priority Climate Action Plan. Michael Nork, 
Supervisor, and Paige Wilson, Waste Reduction & Reduction Planner, both in the agency’s Solid Waste 
Management Bureau, discussed the State’s plans and strategies to mitigate food waste and support composting 
efforts. To learn more, including access to the meeting link or presentations, please contact Jason Cooper of 
SWRPC staff at jcooper@swrpc.org. 
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