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Save the Date – SWRPC Annual Meeting is June 11, 2024 
 
The shape our communities take depends significantly on the vision and decisions of local volunteers. 
Those that serve on planning boards donate their time, energy, and talents to craft a comprehensive plan, 
develop local land use policy, and review development proposals. Volunteers serving on other municipal 
committees also affect the character and pattern of our communities, whether through the preservation of 
historic neighborhoods, the protection of natural resources, budgeting for capital improvements, or fostering 
economic development. Beyond sitting on a municipal board, residents volunteer in other important ways 
that impact their communities’ physical form. Participation in town meeting is a prime example. Taken 
together, these volunteers could all be considered citizen planners, each with different responsibilities for 
steering their communities into the future. 
 
Join us on June 11, 2024 at SWRPC’s Annual Meeting to explore the important role of citizen planners in 
the Monadnock Region today, the challenges they confront, the accomplishments they’ve achieved, and 
resources available to support them. The meeting will be held at Heberton Hall in the Keene Public Library 
Annex, 60 Winter Street, Keene, NH. The meeting starts at 5:00 p.m. with a social gathering. Light 
refreshments will be served. To register, please go to https://forms.office.com/r/rMWwpW61sR. 
 
Last Call for Ten Year Plan Transportation Project Nominations 
 
SWRPC’s deadline for municipalities to submit transportation project nominations for the 2027-2036 Ten 
Year Transportation Improvement Plan is May 17, 2024.  By committing a small local match, municipalities 
seeking assistance in developing conceptual designs and cost estimates for project ideas may be eligible for 
engineering services.  The project nomination form can be found at www.swrpc.org/typ_nomination.  For 
more information or to submit the pdf form, please contact J. B. Mack of SWRPC staff 
at jbmack@swrpc.org 
 
Complete Streets Policy Development 
 
In April, SWRPC staff convened meetings of local task forces in Alstead, Antrim and Temple to begin the 
development of municipal Complete Streets policies in each community.  The three projects will be 
completed this summer and include public outreach, policy development technical assistance, data 
collection, and development of a list of potential implementation projects. Complete Streets refers to 
roadways which safely accommodate all users of a given street.  For example, a Complete Street which 
passes through a village center where more pedestrian and bicycle traffic is expected might have sidewalks, 
crosswalks and bike lanes, while a Complete Street in a rural setting where there are occasional pedestrians 
and recreational bicyclists might call for wider shoulders and traffic calming. Complete Streets policies are 
an official commitment of the Town to ensure that the needs of all users of the transportation system are 
considered, and to the extent feasible, incorporated in all municipally managed transportation projects and 
project phases. They act as guiding documents for towns to reference when considering projects for their 
transportation infrastructure or for providing feedback to New Hampshire Department of Transportation on 
improvements to state highways.  Additionally, the policies allow towns to apply for implementation 
funding from the Monadnock Alliance for Sustainable Transportation.  For more information about the 
projects, please contact Jason Cooper of SWRPC staff at jcooper@swrpc.org. 
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Food Systems Work Group Meets at The Community Kitchen 
 
The Food Systems Work Group of the Monadnock Farm and Community Coalition (MFCC) met on April 
22nd at The Community Kitchen in Keene.  Staff at The Community Kitchen provided the Work Group with 
a tour of the facility including the dry and cold storage, offices, kitchen, and hot meals space.  The 
Community Kitchen provides crucial services for the Monadnock Region and served hot meals to nearly 
2,000 individuals in 2023.  In 2022, The Community Kitchen distributed nearly 250,000 meals through 
their pantry program.  Additionally, their mobile food pantry program will be returning in 2024 to help 
distribute food to those in need throughout the region.  The Food Systems Work Group is committed to 
collaborating to reduce food insecurity in the Monadnock Region. To learn more about The Community 
Kitchen, please visit https://thecommunitykitchen.org/.  To learn more about MFCC’s Food Systems Work 
Group, please contact Jason Cooper of SWRPC staff at jcooper@swrpc.org. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2024 Traffic Research Season Kicks-Off 
 
On April 15th, SWRPC staff attended the New Hampshire Department of Transportation (NHDOT) Bureau 
of Traffic’s annual kick-off meeting on traffic data collection.  Attendees included NHDOT staff and 
representatives from the State’s nine regional planning agencies.  The meeting agenda featured equipment 
demonstrations, discussions about 2023 performance, bicycle and pedestrian data, and collection of freight 
and vehicle speed information.  In addition to well over 100 studies requested by NHDOT in our region 
this year, SWRPC has some capacity to conduct traffic counts or other studies requested by its municipal 
members.  To initiate a request, please complete the request form at arcg.is/11GnLe0.  For more 
information, please visit www.swrpc.org/traffic or contact Henry Underwood of SWRPC staff at 
hunderwood@swrpc.org. 
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