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Those “pings” from the missing Malaysian plane 
probably weren’t from the plane after all. Page A5

ALSO IN SPOTLIGHT: 
MAYA ANGELOU,  

A VOICE FOR MANY. 
PAGE C1

Rebecca Holtz of Walpole has 
been singing since she was 4.  
On June 7, she’ll be the featured  
vocalist at the Keene Jazz  
Orchestra’s spring concert.
See Spotlight, Page C1.

MICHAEL MOORE / Sentinel Staff

Golfers make their way along the 17th fairway at Bretwood Golf Course in Keene Wednesday.

LILACS AND LOB WEDGES

By MEGHAN FOLEY
Sentinel Staff 

SWANZEY CENTER — Mo-
nadnock Regional School District 
officials are standing firm on their 
decision to cut funding for teach-
ers’ health insurance, despite ar-
guments from the teachers union 
that the action violates their 
contract.

The contract, which is valid 
from July 1, 2012 to June 30, 
2016, was approved by school dis-
trict voters in March 2012.

On Tuesday, the school board 
voted at an emergency meeting 
to fix the amount the district con-
tributes to the health insurance 
pool for teachers at an amount 
lower than what’s outlined in the 
teachers contract. In the same 
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Her time to shine

By RICHARD SIMON  
and CINDY CARCAMO

Los Angeles Times 

WASHINGTON — A 
scathing report finding a 
systemic problem at Veter-
ans Affairs medical facili-
ties nationwide, including 
manipulation of records 
to mask long waits for ap-
pointments, fueled new 
calls Wednesday for VA 
chief Eric K. Shinseki’s 
resignation.

As the number of sites 
under investigation grew 
to 42, up from the 26 pre-
viously reported, the al-
legations over VA medi-
cal care have mushroomed 
into an election-year issue 
and become a major politi-
cal headache for the Obama 
administration.

“We are finding that 

inappropriate scheduling 
practices are a systemic 
problem nationwide,” said 
the interim report, which 
identified 1,700 veterans 
at the Phoenix VA Health 
Care System waiting for an 
appointment but not on a 
waiting list and therefore 
“at risk of being forgotten 
or lost” in the scheduling 
process.

“We have substantiated 
that significant delays in 
access to care negatively 
impacted the quality of 
care at this medical facil-
ity,” Richard J. Griffin, act-
ing inspector general for the 
Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, said in the report.

Shinseki called the find-
ings “reprehensible to me, 

Pressure mounting 
for VA chief’s ouster
New report finds ‘systemic problem’

Anti-Vermont-Yankee crowd loud as ever

State Police’s investigation of Brattleboro shooting to be reviewed. Page A3

New substance abuse policy for 
Keene schools moves forward

See NEW REPORT on  Page A7

 n They want dry 
cask storage, which 
they say is safer 
than the spent fuel 
pool storage used 
at Vermont Yankee.

 n They’re con-
cerned about the 
relationship be-
tween the nuclear 

industry and the 
NRC, accusing fed-
eral officials of look-
ing the other way or 
not addressing ma-
jor safety concerns 
at Vermont Yankee.

 n They want 
to maintain and 
increase the 

emergency evacu-
ation zone during 
decommissioning 
of Vermont Yankee. 
The U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Com-
mission’s rules say 
the zone can be 
eliminated during 
decommissioning.

A look at residents’ issuesAs shutdown looms, tempers flare at safety meeting
By KYLE JARVIS

Sentinel Staff 

BRATTLEBORO — The Vermont 
Yankee nuclear power plant is shut-
ting down, but that didn’t stop critics 
Wednesday from blasting federal offi-
cials during an annual safety meeting.

Each year, the U.S. Nuclear Reg-
ulatory Commission publishes an 
assessment of whether the plant 
has operated safely over the past 12 
months. As in previous years, this 
year’s report determined that “over-
all, Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power 
Station operated in a manner that 

preserved public health and safety 
and met all cornerstone objectives.”

Entergy, which owns and oper-
ates Vermont Yankee, announced in 
August it would close the plant later 
this year, due to financial issues and 

By KAITLIN MULHERE
Sentinel Staff 

A new policy for work-
ing with Keene School 
District students who are 
involved in alcohol- or drug-
related activities on school 
property passed through 
a school board committee 
meeting Wednesday largely 
unchanged.

The policy aims to reduce 
punitive measures for stu-
dents who are struggling 
with alcohol or drug use, 
but the specific procedures 
for handling students who 
violate the policy still need 

to be determined.
A task force of Keene 

Board of Education mem-
bers, district staff and rep-
resentatives from substance 

abuse prevention groups 
started working on a new 
policy after a study in the 
fall indicated the use of 
alcohol, marijuana and 
other drugs was common at 
Keene High School.

The study’s report said 
the district’s policy for han-
dling such issues was inef-
fective and hadn’t been up-
dated in 20 years.

The greatest shifts be-
tween the old policy and the 
new one is developing a cul-
ture where students aren’t 
discouraged from seeking 

The proposal will 
go before the full 

school board  
next month. 

Officials hope to 
have it ready for 

 the 2014-15 
school year.

See SUBSTANCE on  Page A7

See ANTI-VERMONT-YANKEE on  Page A6

Monadnock

Officials 
firm on 
insurance 
decision

See MONADNOCK on  Page A7
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FARM-FRESH!

This promotion is made possible through a grant awarded to the Cheshire County Conservation District from 
the USDA’s Farmers Market Promotion Program and administered by the County of Cheshire.

www.Facebook.com/CheshireCCD
www.MonadnockFarms.org

Incredibly Flavorful. 
Fresh and Nutritious. Builds Our Local Economy.

Just Plain Fun!
You’ll love Monadnock farm-fresh fruits, vegetables, dairy and meats. Buy a 
few things from a nearby farm stand or farmers’ market for dinner. Enjoy an 

hour or two at a pick-your-own farm. Share the harvest from a CSA farm.
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Route 9, West Chesterfield, NH • (603) 256-6844

The Best Delivery Service in the Area!
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SOURCES: 33 DEAD IN NIGERIA ATTACKS
Militants with Islamist terror group Boko Haram killed at least 33 security personnel in 
attacks this week on a military base and a police station in northeastern Nigeria’s Yobe 
state, security sources said Wednesday. Monday night’s attacks in the town of Buni 
Yadi killed 18 soldiers and 15 police, the sources said. The attack comes more than 
a month after the group abducted an estimated 276 girls from a boarding school in 
Chibok, also in northeastern Nigeria. Dozens escaped, but more than 200 girls still are 
missing. — CNN News Service

By LAURA KING 
and AMRO HASSAN
Los Angeles Times 

CAIRO — Victory celebra-
tions erupted Thursday among 
backers of Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi, 
who won election as Egypt’s next 
president by a massive margin, 
according to tallies reported by 
official media and released by his 
campaign.

But the landslide win — with 
el-Sissi garnering about 93 per-
cent of the vote, according to an 
unofficial count cited by state out-
lets — was soured by a turnout 
lower than his camp had hoped 
for, pointing to a wellspring of an-
ger, mistrust or apathy among a 
large chunk of the electorate.

Moreover, el-Sissi’s strongman 
image took a battering by the 
seemingly desperate measures 
the government took to badger 
voters into casting a ballot — 
keeping the polls open an extra 
day, declaring an impromptu 
national holiday, threatening 
substantial fines for those who 
stayed away and providing free 
transport to voters’ home dis-
tricts. As many polling stations 
stood nearly empty, pro-military 
talk-show hosts unleashed a tor-
rent of invective at “traitors” who 
failed to vote.

The unofficial turnout figure, 
which election officials said rose to 
47.3 percent after the added-on vot-
ing day, prompted skepticism in 
some quarters. El-Sissi’s lone oppo-
nent, Hamdeen Sabahi, withdrew 
his polling monitors on the last 
day of voting to protest the exten-
sion, and said that without them 
in place, the results, including the 
turnout figures, were suspect.

The U.S.-based Observer De-
mocracy International said the 
government’s last-minute move 

to keep the polls open for an un-
scheduled additional day raised 
questions about the integrity of 
the electoral process. However, 
European Union monitors said 
the vote itself appeared to have 
been conducted in line with the 
law, although it cited undemo-
cratic practices in the months 
leading up to the balloting.

To a major extent, el-Sissi was 
a victim of inflated expectations 
put forth by his own camp. The 
turnout as reported would be re-
spectable by standards of most 
Western countries, but was far 
short of the 80 percent el-Sissi 
himself said he wanted.

The balloting resulted in a 

greater number of votes than 
were cast for now-ousted Islamist 
president Mohamed Morsi in 
2012, but the preliminary turnout 
did not equal or exceed the 52 per-
cent of the voters who took part in 
the runoff balloting that brought 
Morsi and his Muslim Brother-
hood to power.

The apparent failure to hit 
that target carries a heavy sym-
bolic resonance for el-Sissi and his 
backers, because the election fol-
lowed a months-long buildup in 
which he was depicted as a uni-
versally beloved leader, destined 
by fate to lead Egypt out of three 
years of nonstop turmoil.

More important, the vote was 

meant to remove the taint of hav-
ing ousted Morsi by force last July 
and to give a stamp of public ap-
proval to the repressive measures 
el-Sissi and the interim govern-
ment have since employed to try 
to crush the Brotherhood. The el-
Sissi camp had hoped to silence 
critics at home and abroad who 
maintain that after engineering 
the coup in the wake of huge anti-
Morsi protests, he should not have 
been the one put forward to lead 
a civilian government as part of a 
promised democratic transition.

El-Sissi’s decision not to wage 
what he called a “traditional” 
campaign — he made no public 
appearances and did not hold any 

debates with Sabahi — struck 
some voters as out of touch and 
arrogant. During the weeks of 
electioneering, el-Sissi opted in-
stead for a series of television in-
terviews with friendly interlocu-
tors, and closed-door appearances 
before carefully vetted audiences 
who were more like focus groups.

The preliminary election re-
sults were bruising for Sabahi — 
he had fully expected to lose, but 
votes for him were outnumbered 
by invalid ballots, many deliber-
ately spoiled by voters in protest 
— placing him third in a two-
man race.

At polling places, el-Sissi’s 
supporters made themselves 
highly visible, dancing and shout-
ing slogans supporting him, but 
even before the vote, it was ap-
parent that his backing was nar-
rower than fervent displays of de-
votion suggested.

Days before the polling, the 
Pew Research Center released a 
survey that found just 54 percent 
viewed the candidate favorably, 
compared with 45 percent who 
did not, and that four in 10 Egyp-
tians still held favorable views of 

the Brotherhood, even amid the 
vitriolic outpouring against the 
movement in state media.

In the hours after the polls 
closed and the preliminary tallies 
pointed to a resounding win, el-
Sissi supporters staged triumphal 
all-night gatherings, honking car 
horns, waving flags and setting 
off fireworks. One of the celebra-
tion venues was downtown Cairo’s 
Tahrir Square, the epicenter of 
the 2011 revolution that swept 
away dictator Hosni Mubarak.

“This result wasn’t what we 
fought for in those days,” said 
Nada Fouad, 29, “Our revolution 
still has a very long way to go.”

PAN CHAOYUE / McClatchy News Service

An owner of a coffee bar talks with others beside a poster of presidential candidate Abdel-Fattah  
el-Sissi in Cairo Tuesday.

Turnout undercuts Egypt election
Only 47.3 percent of country votes for presidential candidate after extension

competition from the natu-
ral gas market.

The NRC’s 2014 assess-
ment did not identify any 
issues at the plant that ex-
ceeded code green, or very 
low safety significance.

But as is typically the 
case at the annual meet-
ing in Brattleboro, residents 
were not buying it.

A few minutes into pan-
elists’ overview of the re-
port, about a half-dozen 
members of the Shut It 
Down Affinity Group 
marched into the audito-
rium of Brattleboro Union 
High School. One mem-
ber began reading from 
a prepared statement on 
the transfer of spent nu-
clear fuel before the others 
quickly joined her.

Spent fuel rods are often 
racked and kept in pools 
of water on-site at nuclear 
power plants, where the 
water cools the fuel over 
several years and acts as 
a shield from radiation. In 
dry cask storage, spent fuel 
rods are surrounded by gas 
inside steel casks, which are 
welded or bolted shut and 
surrounded by more steel or 
concrete.

The NRC recently voted 
against requiring spent nu-
clear fuel to be transferred 
from pools into dry cask 
storage.

The group recited from 
recent remarks by Sen. Ed-
ward J. Markey, D-Mass.: “ 
‘Experts agree an accident at 
one of these pools could re-
sult in damage as bad as that 
caused by an accident at an 
operating nuclear reactor.’ ”

The group finished and 
the meeting calmed down 
— until a few minutes later 
when the question-and-an-
swer session began.

Clay A. Turnbull, of the 
anti-nuclear New England 
Coalition, asked how NRC 
inspectors could have done 
their jobs thoroughly if the 
same issues kept coming up 
at Vermont Yankee, such as 
cables that aren’t supposed 
to get wet that were found 
submerged in 2010 and 
again in 2011.

“How could you solve 
the submerged cables issue 
and still have conduits open 
that allow flooding into the 

electrical switch rooms?” he 
asked.

Scott Rutenkroger, a se-
nior resident inspector for 
the NRC, acknowledged 
there were “breakdowns in 
Entergy’s process,” which 
he and other NRC officials 
attribute to miscommunica-
tion between Entergy and 
the company it contracted 
with to handle the issue. 
The company installed the 
wrong type of seal plugs, al-
lowing water to infiltrate 
the switch rooms, while En-
tergy believed the issue had 
been fixed, he said.  

Brattleboro resident and 
longtime Vermont Yankee 
critic Gary Sachs repeatedly 
shouted questions and ac-
cusations at NRC officials. 
Meanwhile, some members 
of the Shut It Down Affinity 
Group stood silently, hold-
ing signs that read “Shut 
it down, clean it up,” as at 
least two other members sat 
in the audience playing a 
laugh track every time NRC 
officials spoke.

There was also heavy 
criticism of the NRC for 
proposing to eliminate the 
emergency evacuation zone 
once the plant has begun 

shutting down.
The evacuation zone 

includes a 10-mile ra-
dius around the plant, and 
in New Hampshire cov-
ers Chesterfield, Hinsdale, 
Richmond, Swanzey and 
Winchester.

Hattie Nestel, a member 
of the Shut It Down group, 
asked about the “lessons 
learned” from the Fuku-
shima disaster in Japan, 
and how experts there rec-
ommended a 50-mile evacu-
ation zone after the plant 
melted down in March 
2011.

NRC officials explained 
that their rules typically do 
not require an evacuation 
zone once a plant has gone 
into shutdown mode, but 
Nestel cut them off.

“We are not fools in this 
town and in this commu-
nity,” she said. “We know 
you’re lying, we know you’re 
incompetent, and that you’re 
only here because you have 
to be here once a year.”

Bill Dean, the regional 
administrator for the NRC, 
took exception to Nestel’s 
comments.

“I really find that very 
insulting,” he said, to which 

Nestel replied “Good!” as 
she walked back to her seat.

“Every one of the NRC 
individuals takes their role 
and responsibility very se-
riously, and do it to the ut-
most of our abilities,” Dean 
continued. “I appreciate the 
fact of freedom of expres-
sion and speech, but I really 
have to take serious offense 
to that last comment.”

But the criticism kept 
coming, as Lissa Weinmann 
of Brattleboro took the com-
mission to task for eliminat-
ing the evacuation zone and 
its determination that spent 
fuel pools are just as safe as 
dry cask storage.

“Nobody here is really 
buying that,” she said.

John A. Ward of Gill, 
Mass., asked panelists if 
they knew how many spent 
fuel rods the pool at Ver-
mont Yankee was originally 
designed to hold. A brief 
delay followed as NRC offi-
cials consulted each other.

“Come on! You can do it!” 
Sachs taunted.

Rutenkroger finally said 
the number was between 
500 and 600.

Ward then asked how 
many rods were there now, 

and what ratio it had in-
creased by.

Rutenkroger said about 
3,900 spent fuel rods are in 
the pool now, about seven or 
eight times as many as the 
pool had originally been de-
signed to handle, although 
he assured Ward that each 
time Entergy proposed add-
ing more rods to the pool, 
they had to meet certain 
NRC requirements to do so.

One audience member 
asked if Entergy could walk 
away from its responsibili-
ties altogether if it went 
bankrupt during the decom-
missioning process.

Michael Dusaniwskyj, 
an NRC economist, said 
there are so many scenarios 
that could surround such a 

situation that he hesitated 
to speculate, drawing loud 
jeers from the crowd.

After the meeting, how-
ever, Dusaniwskyj ex-
plained that if something 
like that occurred, the NRC 
would ask a bankruptcy 
judge to prevent any funds 
set aside for decommission-
ing from being used to pay 
off Entergy’s debts.

But if the company was 
truly broke, he said, “either 
the ratepayer or the tax-
payer is going to have to 
pick it up.”

 n The NRC’s 2014 as-
sessment letter is available 
at http://www.nrc.gov/NRR/
OVERSIGHT/ASSESS/
LETTERS/vy — 2013q4.pdf.

Anti-Vermont-Yankee crowd voices concerns as closure nears
(Continued from Page  A1)


