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Economic Impact: River Recreation

Local Spending

Visiting paddlers spend $34 - $63 per day in Georgia’s river communities.

Wage Effects

Wages are 40% below average for jobs linked to river recreation in Utah.

Drivers of Economic Impact

● Longer riverways

● River health & remoteness

● Community collaboration
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Environmental Quality:

Higher riparian scores & superior upland wildlife habitats 

increase property values. These effects seem to disappear 

within ½ mile of river.

Access: 

Higher values are observed near rivers with public access.





Strong River Town 

Candidates



Designing River Town 

Projects for Success



Sources of Failure

× Failure to form upstream & downstream partnerships

× Leadership Burnout

× Unreasonable Scope & Scale

× Grant Cycle Dependence

× Community Conflict & Land Access



Rivertown Characteristics: Critical to Assess
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Wilton

● Visible, achievable, affordable

○ Taxpayer Funds

○ Community Donations

○ Municipal Maintenance

● Highlights existing features

● “Built with its back to the river”

○ Private land ownership

○ Drawing traffic downtown
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● Public / Nonprofit Partnership

● Mill City Park

○ Whitewater Park

○ Mountainbike Track

○ Riverside Park

○ Outdoor Museum

○ Camping

● Winni River Days

● Snow Bash Boat Crash
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Berlin

● RiverFire Festival

○ Launched: 2003

○ River lighting

○ Family events & 5k

● Riverwalk: 

○ Affordability key

○ DOT Funding

○ Taxpayer Funds

● Hydroelectric Industry vs. 

River Recreation



For More Information

● https://extension.unh.edu/programs/nature-economy

● https://extension.unh.edu/resource/rivers-and-economic-development-

research-brief

● https://extension.unh.edu/events/rock-talk-turning-nature-nh-communities-

embracing-outdoor-economy

shannon.rogers@unh.edu

https://extension.unh.edu/programs/nature-economy
https://extension.unh.edu/resource/rivers-and-economic-development-research-brief
https://extension.unh.edu/events/rock-talk-turning-nature-nh-communities-embracing-outdoor-economy
mailto:shannon.rogers@unh.edu
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