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DATE:  June 28, 2019 

 

TO:  Plan for Ashuelot Rail Trail Project Advisory Committee 

 

FROM: SWRPC Staff 

 

RE:  Existing Conditions Assessment – Rail Trail Base Mapping 

 

Background and Data Sources 

 

To increase general awareness about the location of the Ashuelot Rail Trail SWRPC created a variety of 

printed and online maps: 

 

1. The Plan for Ashuelot Rail Trail: A Pilot Project Locator Map (https://arcg.is/WvXvD) was created 

to show the project area as well as facilitate responses to questions in the project’s online resident 

survey.  The map is featured on the project webpage (http://www.swrpc.org/plan-for-ashuelot-rail-

trail) and allows users to view the trail alongside aerial photography as well as print and share map 

views of the trail using social media platforms. 

2. Four community-specific poster-sized “Overview” maps were created to assist the Project Advisory 

Committee, Open House participants and others at various meetings. The maps (Keene, Swanzey, 

Winchester, and Hinsdale) are available on the project webpage (http://www.swrpc.org/plan-for-

ashuelot-rail-trail).  An Ashuelot Rail Trail Challenges and Opportunities (https://arcg.is/evvun) 

online interactive map was created to display feedback received at Project Advisory Committee 

meetings and at the Open House event. 

 

The following data was created or compiled in GIS format for use during the planning project and beyond. 

(see the attached map book): 

 

 2015 aerial imagery provided by NH GRANIT. 

 Project Advisory Committee/Open House feedback. 

 Rail trail bridge locations and descriptions. 

 Ashuelot Rail Trail and other rail trail centerlines provided by the New Hampshire Department of 

Transportation (NHDOT) Bureau of Planning and Community Assistance. 

 Highway centerlines provided by the NHDOT Bureau of Planning and Community Assistance. 

 New Hampshire trails provided by NH GRANIT. 

 The New Hampshire conservation/public lands layer provided by NH GRANIT. 

 Waterbodies, rivers, streams, and wetlands published in the United States Geological Survey 

National Hydrography Dataset. 

 

Recommendations  

 

 Collect new and/or additional data on formal and informal parking locations, trail access points 

(beyond road intersections), snowmobile facilities, railroad-related structures, food and water, and 

bathrooms. 

https://arcg.is/WvXvD
https://arcg.is/WvXvD
http://www.swrpc.org/plan-for-ashuelot-rail-trail
http://www.swrpc.org/plan-for-ashuelot-rail-trail
http://www.swrpc.org/plan-for-ashuelot-rail-trail
http://www.swrpc.org/files/PAC%20Meeting%20%231%20-%20Keene%20Overview.pdf
http://www.swrpc.org/files/PAC%20Meeting%20%231%20-%20Swanzey%20Overview.pdf
http://www.swrpc.org/files/PAC%20Meeting%20%231%20-%20Winchester%20Overview.pdf
http://www.swrpc.org/files/PAC%20Meeting%20%231%20-%20Hinsdale%20Overview.pdf
http://www.swrpc.org/plan-for-ashuelot-rail-trail
http://www.swrpc.org/plan-for-ashuelot-rail-trail
http://www.swrpc.org/plan-for-ashuelot-rail-trail
https://arcg.is/evvun
https://arcg.is/evvun
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