
    

BROWNFIELDS PROGRAM 
     EXAMPLES IN YOUR REGION 
 
Example #1:  Automotive Repair Shop 
 

 
                        Former automotive repair shop 
 

 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Former Use:    
 

This 1/2 acre site was used for automotive 
inspections, minor repairs and key duplication.  
The site’s former use was also a distribution 
center of kerosene and fuel oil.  
 

Reason for Brownfield Nomination:   
                                              

Though the site was not known to be 
contaminated, contamination including 
Volatile Organic Compounds (VOC’s), 
Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAC’s) 
and petroleum were possible contaminants 
based on former uses of the site.  The owner 
had a desire to sell the property for 
redevelopment and an obligation to complete 
a “closure report” for NH DES regarding two 
gasoline tanks that were removed several 
years prior.  The Town’s Conservation 
Commission also had interest in an 
environmental assessment of the site 
because the land abutted a major river as well 
as town land.   
 

Result of Brownfields Assessments:   
 

Concurrent with the environmental 
assessments, funding was leveraged to 
remove two kerosene and one heating oil tank 
and associated piping from the site.  The 
assessments found that the impacted soil did 
not likely represent a risk to human health or 
the environment.  NH DES granted the site a 
Certificate of “No Further Action” based on the 
findings of the assessment. 
              

New Use:   
 

Upon the findings of the assessments and the 
removal of the tanks, the site was cleared of 
contamination stigma and considered prime 
for development.  A buyer razed the old 
building and replaced it with a new automotive 
garage building.   A new automotive business 
is expected to purchase the site, which will 
create new jobs in the community.                                              
                                          
 
 

New automotive repair shop 

Removal of underground storage tank 



 

Testing for ground contamination 

Current redevelopment plan for former rail yard 

Barrels on former rail yard site 

BROWNFIELDS PROGRAM EXAMPLES IN YOUR REGION  
 
Example #2:  Former Rail Yard 
  

 

Former Use:   
 

This 8+ acre property was formerly used as 
an active railroad right-of-way and 
switchyard from the late 1800s to the early 
1980s.  The site contained railroad tracks, 
loading docks, warehousing, and a fuel oil 
depot.  After 1983, the site was used as a 
parking area.                                                                
 

Reason for Brownfield Nomination:  
 

This brownfield area sat adjacent to a 
community’s downtown and was a logical 
area to expand and enhance the downtown 
area.  The community partnered with a not-
for-profit redevelopment corporation to 
facilitate the purchase of the parcel.  The 
community sought an assessment of the site 
to determine if the property was safe for 
public use or identify what steps were 
needed to render it safe.                                                                        
 

Results of Brownfields Assessments: 
                                                                         

Environmental assessments found potential   
for exposure to impacted near-surface urban   
fill and recommended a soil and materials   
management plan. Ground water monitoring 
and further investigation of piping was 
recommended. Impacted soils were 
removed from the site and piping was 
capped.                                                                               
 

New Use:   
 

To date, the not-for-profit corporation has 
secured over $33 million worth of investment 
in the property, which is planned to house a 
number of land uses and functions including 
housing, services, employment, and 
greenspace.   The development is planned 
to connect seamlessly with the rest of the 
community and includes part of their bike 
trail system on site.  Ground broke in 
summer of 2008.                                                                
 

Brownfields come in all shapes and sizes.  Consider old mill buildings, dumps, landfills, auto 
storage & drycleaning facilities.  Got a hunch you know of a brownfield?  Call SWRPC at 
357-0557 to discuss.  There is no such thing as a bad brownfield nomination. 


