
A Trail that Traces History: 
Maps of the Ashuelot Railroad

The Ashuelot Railroad approached down-
town Keene from the Southwest, sharing a 
junction with the Cheshire Railroad at ap-
proximately what is today Gilbo Avenue.

From the depot a couple blocks south of 
Central Square, passengers could catch a 
train heading to Vermont, Western Massa-
chusetts, or Boston, as well as many stops in 
between.

The Ashuelot Rail Trail is probably 
most well known as a recreational re-
source: a place to take a scenic stroll, to 
snowmobile on freshly groomed snow, 
to bike through shaded woods and wet-
lands, or to cross-country ski along the 
meandering Ashuelot River. People also 
use the trail to travel to work, school, 
or downtown businesses. The Ashuelot 
Rail Trail, though, is also one of the Mo-
nadnock region’s distinct historic assets, 
offering a window into an era  when rail-
roads were a vital form of transportation, 
both for freight and people. Although 
the tracks have been removed, hints of 
the trail’s origins can be found in stray 
railroad ties covered in moss, former 
train depots that have been converted 
into homes or outbuildings, and boxcars 
stranded on remnant spurs of rail.

The Ashuelot Railroad came into service 
in the mid-19th century and was origi-
nally operated by the Boston & Maine 
Railroad Company. The freight and 
passenger line ran south from Keene, 
with stops in W. Swanzey, Westport (in 
southwest Swanzey) downtown Win-
chester, Ashuelot Village (in west-
ern Winchester), downtown Hinsdale, 
and Dole Junction (in south Hinsdale). 
From there, the line proceeded to travel 
through western Massachusetts, even-
tually reaching Springfield.

To the immediate right, a detail from an 
1858 map of Cheshire County shows the 
route of the Ashuelot Railroad, which 
the Ashuelot Rail Trail still traces today. 
The map depicts property owners, along 
with some of the first manufacturing out-
fits to begin operation along the railroad, 
notably several woolen factories, a pail 
factory, and the Ashuelot Falls Man-
ufacturing Company. The maps also 
shows roadways, water features, and the 
names of hills and mountains, some of 
which remain in use and some of which 
have faded into obscurity.

Larger scale maps (numbered one 
through four) are situated to the right 
of the Cheshire County map, each de-
picting communities along the Ashue-
lot Railroad’s route. Historical photos, 
courtesy of the Cheshire County His-
torical Society, depict select trailside 
structures, some of which remain intact 
today. Can you spot the depot locations, 
both on the map of Cheshire County and 
on the maps of individual communities?

Communities in other areas of the coun-
try have used rail trails to highlight his-
toric properties and to emphasize dis-
tinctive community characteristics. 
What potential is there for the Ashuelot 
Rail Trail to serve a similar function? 
Are there particular opportunities along 
the trail to install historical markers or 
interpretive signage? Feel free to record 
your thoughts on this poster or on the 
trail map across the room.
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Left: the former Ashuelot Railroad de-
pot in West Swanzey, which is also visible 
on the map above. The map was drawn 
by the Sanborn Fire Insurance company, 
whose maps from the late 19th and 20th 
centuries offer information about the lo-
cation and use of specific buildings.

Left: the depot in Ashuelot Village 
still stands today on Bolton Rd., with a 
smaller, modified roof. The still-existing 
covered bridge can be seen in the pho-
tograph’s background. Part of the Town 
of Winchester, Ashuelot Village is locat-
ed west of downtown. The map above, 
which depicts downtown Winchester as 
seen from the south, does not include 
Ashuelot Village.

Left: The Robinson Paper Compa-
ny, located in the Town of Winchester, 
west of Ashuelot Village. The tracks of 
the Ashuelot Railroad can be seen arcing 
along the right side of the photograph. 
Today, the derelict structure can still be 
seen from the Ashuelot Rail Trail.

Left: the Ashuelot Railroad depot in 
Hinsdale, which still stands today, now 
used as a private residence. Labeled as 
No. 13 on the map above, the station is 
pictured on the right side of the map, 
near Bridge St.

Left: A small hut served at 
the station at Dole Junction, a 
small settlement included in the 
Town of Hinsdale. The tracks 
that would carry passengers 
from the Hinsdale Station to 
Dole Junction can be seen in the 
left hand corner of the above 
map.


